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Above the Storm 
By Anna Temple 


COULD not see the stars last night 
For angry clouds and tempests wild: 
I heard the dashing of the rain, 
The crying of a child,— 


But yet. I knew the stars were there ’ 
Above the warring: element ; 

Too long mine eyes had seen their light 
To fear. that it were spent. 


And shall I doubt the love of God 
Because of war and cruelty, 

When through the years my faith hath known 
The cross of Calvary ? 








The Fallacy of Faith 


There is no virtue in faith,—not even in Chris- 
tian faith. Probably Satan knows this, and tries to 
get Christians to put their faith into the very first 
place in their lives. Certainly many a Christian has 
done this, and with disastrous results. Faith is such 
an important thing, in connection with the blessings 
that God wants us all to have, that we are constantly 
deceived into giving faith a place in our lives that 
God does not want it to have. The simple fact is 
that, not our faith, but the object of our faith, is the 
great thing. Suppose a person with a dread disease 
hears of a great specialist who is said to be curing 
that disease. The sick one investigates, and comes 
to believe that the claims concerning that physician 
are true. Finally he puts himself unreservedly into 
that physician’s hands, follows’ the prescribed treat- 
ment, and is cured. Was it his faith in that physician 
that cured him? No. The physician cured him, not 
his faith in the physician. So it is our Great Physi- 
cian, Christ Jesus, who is the réal cure, the real 
blessing, in our lives; not our faith in him. True, 
our faith lets Him do it; but the real virtue, the real 
blessing, the real good, is in Christ, not in our faith 


in Christ. Faith is merely a connection between us 
and the blessing, or the Blesser. So God wants us 
to turn away from our faith, take our eyes off it, 
stop thinking about it, and fix our attention upon 
“Jesus only.”- In him, not in our faith in him, is 
every good thing that our lives can possess for time 
and eternity. 
“a 


When Will the War End? 


America may take the last step in ending this war. 
Unprepared though she was, she is now fast awaken- 
ing, and seems ready to throw her every resource into 
winning the giant conflict. The adding of all that she 
has and is to the sacrificial achievements of the Allies 
may be the last “balance of power” needed for vic- 
tory. There may be a long way to go yet; many be- 
lieve that. this nation is only at the beginning of her 


every. sort, including human life. But if she will use 
her every resource, God may have willed that the war 
should thus be won and ended. The great trouble has 
been, so far, that our nation, like the other Allied 
nations, has been either unable or unwilling to bring 
a certain resource into the conflict. The using of that 
resource may be the final way of victory. An amaz- 
ing chapter of our Civil War experience proved that, 
when things were at their blackest for the Union, that 
method won. Next week’s issue of The Sunday 
School Times will tell the story, and will discuss a 
way of victory which may answer the question for 
which the whole world waits, When will the war end? 


— 


Two Ways of Glowing 


Christ’s presence quickly burns some things up. 
They.do not stand the fire test. One reason why “we 
shall be like him” at his coming is given,—“for we 
shall see him even as he is” (1 John 3:2); and the 
seen presence of our Lord will consume everything 
that is not like him, leaving only the actual Christ- 
life that all believers have. “May a Christian 
smoke?” a Bible teacher was asked. Promptly he 
gave answer: “Why, yes,—but you want to shine 
with a brighter light than that.” Certainly when 
Jesus .said, “Let your light shine before men,” he 
did not mean the. glow at the end of a cigar. What- 
ever one may think about smoking, it is difficult to 
believe that it is one of the “good works” which our 


sacrifices and suffering and pouring out YH treasure of 


Lord mentions in that very verse as the result of the 
light-shining,—“that they may see your good works, 
and glorify your Father which is in heaven.” We 
are to be “blameless and harmless, children of God 
without blemish in the midst of a crooked and per- 
verse generation, among whom ye are seen as lights 
in the world” (Phil. 2:15); and this light is not en- 
hanced by the brightness of burning tobacco. When 
the last twenty-five years has been piling ‘up such 
mountains of evidence from scientific investigation, 
medical research, and the relentless tests of both the 
business and the academic world, that the use of 
tobacco injures and hinders the best usefulness of 
both body and mind, why do those who really want 
to win the present war in Europe against the powers 
of organized unrighteousness pour the poison of nico- 
tine into the bodies of the soldiers through whom the 
war must be won? 
a“ 


Asking Questions of a Crowd 


It is risky to ask a crowd a question. Clarence 
Darrow, the lawyer who defended the California 
MacNamara dynamiters several years ago, took that 
risk, and it was doubtless to his sorrow. He was 
speaking at a labor meeting under the auspices of the 
local bartenders’ union, and of course was speaking 
against the movement for National Prohibition. “Has 
drink ever done you any harm?” he asked, and paused 
for a reply. “It killed my brother!” came a voice 
from the crowd. “It killed my brother, too!” said 
another man a little farther back. That orator had 
misjudged his audience, but that question is still 
ringing out over the crowd. How do you answer it? 
Has the manufacture and sale of liquor in America 
touched you or your blood-kin with its blight? This 
incident is told by the Rev. Charles Stelzle in one of 
the advertisements which he has prepared for the 
Strengthen America Campaign. The plan and pur- 
pose of this campaign is described on the third page 
of this Temperance Number of The Sunday School 
Times. The particular advertisement which tells of 
that staggering answer to the lawyer’s question goes 
on to say, “It is bad enough for booze to kill the body 
of your brother—it is a worse thing for booze to kill 
his soul.” If you believe that, ought you not to join 
in this Strengthen America Campaign? If you believe 
that the traffic in alcohol does more harm than good 
—HELP STOP IT! That is the slogan of the 
Strengthen America Campaign. 


The Steadfastness of Purity 


NE of the noblest of modern works of art is 

the statue of Saint George by the Italian sculp- 

tor Donatello. It presents a type of young 
Christian manhood which we find it hard to associate 
with Italy, where art generally is either frankly 
pagan in its strength, or sentimental in its Christian 
type. It obliges us to recall the fact that Italy gave 
us Dante, Petrarch, Michel-Angelo, and Savonarola, 
and may yet further enrich us with men in whom the 
love of beauty and of goodness are blended. 

The notable thing about the Saint George of Dona- 
tello is the impression it gives of purity,—a clean 
mind, a clean heart. And when we look closely to 
see how this impression is conveyed to us, we are 
impressed with the clear, strong, and single gaze 
with which the young saint dooks forward upon the 
object which has arrested his thought. This one 
thing he sees, to the exclusion of all else, and this 
thing unites his emotion and thought to the exclusion 
of all else. 

The Bible word for purity implies freedom from 
mixture of any lower sort,—the concentrating of 
thought and feeling on one worthy object, to the ex- 
clusion of everything else. It means a life so occu- 
pied with the highest that there is neither time nor 
room for. what falls below this. It is thus not the 
mere negative too often supposed, It is purity of a 
positive, steadfast humanity. 

The Apostle to the Gentiles is the most outstanding 
instance of this in the New Testament. He lived and 
moved in a world‘ which jhad;mrich to divert him from 


Me 





his unity of purpose. What would some of us not 
give to have seen Ephesus, Corinth, Athens, and 
Rome in their heyday? To have heard the philoso- 
phers disputing over the doctrines of Plato and 
Aristotle, or have listened to the rhapsodists reciting 
Homer! To have looked up and down the thronged 
streets which Augustus had found brick and left 
marble, and which were thronged by visitors of every 
land around the Mediterranean! 

All this Paul saw, and could appreciate as well as 
any other. He knew Greek literature; he looked on 
at the games at Corinth with admiration. But he 
does not waste a sentence upon that world of antique 
splendor, eloquence, and music. “This one thing I 
do,” he says, and it sums up his life as an Apostle. 
His gaze, like that of the Saint George, is fastened 
on one great object, from which nothing can divert 
him. He seems half sorry to have even looked at 
Athens while he waited for the brethren from Mace- 
donia, and had no chance to preach until the philoso- 
phers asked him. “I determined not to know anything 
among you,” he says to the Corinthians, “save Jesus 
Christ, and him crucified.” 

Of course there came into his life, and the field of 
his duties, other secondary things, which had to be 
attended to. The cloak and the parchments must be 
remembered and brought from Troas. Salutations 
must be sent to the members of the churches he had 
gathered and had left to the care of half-taught 
ministers and the Holy Spirit. Alms must be gath- 
ered for the poor saints in Jerusalem. -And ‘so on. 
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Indeed, if one but looked at the outside of his life, 
one might praise him, as Paley does, as an admirable 
man of business. But at the center of all these 
things was the One Thing, and all were done with 
regard to it, and for its sake. His mind was pure 
of all admixture of interests, united on its chief end. 

We too must attend to many things in our lives,— 
things of work and warfare which cannot be neglected 
nor even lightly handled. But if we are Christians 
“out and out,” the one thing must be ever present to 
us in our purposes. We must learn the secret of that 
blindness and deafness which Isaiah (42:19) saw 
were parts of the perfectness of the true servant. 
The steadfast gaze must be ours to keep us from 
contamination with unworthy aims and base desires. 
We must be pure in the widest and most intense sense, 
by the steadfastness with which we fix our will and 
our thoughts upon the great Exemplar of every 
virtue, the rightful sharer of our every thought, the 
comrade of our every effort. It is to Him indeed 
that Paul directs our attention when he says: 
“Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, what- 
soever things are honorable, whatsoever things are 
just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things 


Are You Having Victory To-day ? 


“ Nothing shall be impossible 
unto you” (Matt. 17 : 20) 














are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if 
there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think 
on these things.” 

There never was more need for this than we have 
in these times of distress and distraction. It needs 
a clear head and a heroic resolution to keep other 
things in the second place, when a great war is con- 
vulsing the world. Many things threaten to sweep 
Christians from their moorings, and to absorb their 
whole energy, unless they resolutely take Christ with 
them into the turmoil and distraction, to estimate it 
all with reference to the calling out and building up 
of the body of Christ, and “bring every thought into 
captivity to the obedience of Christ.” 








Acknowledging Satan’s Help 


Are persons ever justified in doing something that is 
wrong for them if it keeps some one else from doing 
something worse? A young lady says she goes to 
theaters with her girl friends in order to prevent them 
from going to dances. Sometimes she gets them to go 
to a better show in order to prevent their going to less 
proper shows. Her staying away will not prevent them 
from going to other places.—A Nebraska Reader. 


“Why not,” said a sensible Christian man a good 
many years ago, “let us do evil, that good may 
come?” He added in parentheses, “(as we are slan- 
derously reported, and as some affirm that we say).” 
Then he said in righteous indignation against such 
people, “Whose condemnation is just.” 

That is what Paul thought about it, writing under 
the infallible inspiration of the Holy Spirit (Rom. 

oa. 
. No, we are never “justified,” which means counted 
righteous, when in effect we say to God, “I-am now 
confronted by a situation in which you are power- 
less to help me, so I must turn to Satan and get his 
help.” That is what we do when we deliberately do 
that which we count wrong, no matter how good our 
motive or purpose. And Satan is never better able 
to help us to keep our friends from doing wrong 
than God is. Satan is very resourceful; but God is 
more so. We cannot lift people to a higher level 
by going down to their low level. The old Yankee 
proverb that “the best is as good as any” is a safe 
one in determining our conduct in behalf of our 
friends. Better than sharing their unworthy prac- 
tises with them is to let Christ show them Himself in 
our lives so radiantly that they will desire to share 
with us what we have, 


a= 
Are the Lost Eternally Punished ? 


Am I wrong in believing that hell fire does not con- 
sume, but that the torture goes on forever? Mark 9: 48 
says, “Where their worm dicth not, and the fire is not 
quenched!” (See also Isa. 66: 24; Mark 9: 44, 46.)—A 
Washington Reader. 


God declares in his Word that the punishment of 
the lost continues as long as the life of the saved. 
Thus our Lord Jesus Christ says, concluding his 
prophecy of a judgment scene, “And these shall go 
away into eternal punishment: but the righteous into 
eternal life’ (Matt. 25:46). The Greek word for 
“eternal,” sometimes rendered, “everlasting,” is the 
same in each case, aionion. In the International Sun- 
day-school Lesson for April 28, discussed in the les- 
son department of this issue of The Sunday School 
Times, our Lord Jesus speaks the words quoted by 
the Washington reader, in Mark 9g: 48. e makes 
unmistakably plain the meaning of the choice between 
eternal life and eternal death, and he warns his 
hearers against anything that would cause them to 
lose the life that he is offering men and thus “to go 
into hell, into the unquenchable fire . . . into hell; 
where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not 
quenched” (Mark 9: 43, 47, 48). 

In The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave 
him to show unto his servants (Rev. 1:1), he says 
that the end of the wicked course of the “beast,” or 
final world-emperor, and the “false prophet that 
wrought the signs in his sight,” shall be that “they 
two were cast alive into the lake of fire that burneth 
with brimstone” (Rev. 19:20). In the next chapter 
Christ declares that, after His thousand years’ reign 
over this earth, Satan’s ending shall be that “the devil 
that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and 


brimstone, where are also the beast and the false 
prophet; and they shall be tormented day and night 
for ever and ever” (Rev. 20:10). Then he foretells 
the final judgment before the “great white throne”; 
and he concludes with these words: “And if any was 
not found written in the book of life, he was cast into 
the lake of fire” (Rev, 20:15). 

These and many other passages throughout the 
Bible plainly declare, as the church of Christ has 
held from the first Christian century until now, that 
the final condition of those who wilfully throughout 
this life reject the only way of salvation through 
Jesus Christ shall be unending conscious punishment. 
A notable statement of “The Fundamentals of the 
Faith” made some twenty-five years ago by the fa- 
mous Niagara Conference, which brought together 
leading Bible teachers who ewere sound in the faith, 
stated this doctrine concerning the saved and the lost 
as follows: 


We believe that the souls of those who have 
trusted in the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation do 
at death immediately pass into his presence, and 
there remain in conscious bliss until the resurrec- 
tion of the body at his coming, when soul and body 
reunited shall be associated with him forever in 
the glory; but the souls of unbelievers remain 
after death in conscious misery until the final 
judgment of the great white throne at the close 
of the millennium, when soul and body reunited 
shall be cast into the lake of fire, not to be  anni- 
hilated, but to be punished with everlasting destruc- 
tion from the presence of the Lord, and from the 
glory of his power; Luke 16: 19-26; 23: 43; 2 Cor. 
5:8; Phil. 1:23; 2 Thess. 1: 7-9; Jude 6, 7; Rev. 
20: II-15. 


It is not necessary to believe that “fire” is what 
we mean by fire in the physical, material world of to- 
day; nor even that the “punishment” is externally 
administered to the lost. Believers may hold their 
own varying interpretations of these details. The 
central fact is that God’s Word declares the unend- 
ing conscious suffering of the unsaved as the result 
of their failure to accept the only and all-sufficient 
Way of escape from sin, offered by God through 
esus Christ. And if God’s description of this pun- 
ishment is not literal, but figurative, we may be sure 
that the reality, whatever it is, goes beyond the figure, 
as the real always goes beyond any type of the real. 

More than one Bible teacher, in past generations and 
to-day, has tried to show from the Bible that “forever” 
or “everlasting” or “eternal” (the Greek aionion), 
does not mean forever, but is limited in duration, and 
that eventually all will be saved through the work 
of Christ. This mistaken and unscriptural doctrine is 
known as Universalism, or Restorationism, or “the 
large; hope.” On the other hand, some have sought 
to show that the unending punishment which God’s 
Word declares is to be the condition of the unsaved 
is not conscious punishment, but that the unsaved 
cease to exist, and are annihilated; this again is an 
unscriptural position. As the saved are in unending 
conscious joy in the presence and fellowship of God, 
so the lost are in unending conscious suffering, for- 
ever cut off from the presence of the Lord. A few 
of the many passages that show this are the fol- 
lowing: 


Cast into the eternal fire (Matt. 18 : 8). 

Depart from me, ye cursed, into the eternal fire which 
is prepared for the devil and his angels (Matt. 25 : 41). 

Hath never forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal 
sin (Mark 3: 29). 

Who shall suffer punishment, even eternal destruc- 
tion from the face of the Lord and from the glory of 
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his might (2 Thess. 1:9). It is to be noted that the 
word “destruction,” as used in the Bible over and over 
again, never means annihilation or the blotting out of 
existence. “The term destruction denotes ruin, but 
does not define the form of the ruin; it signifies to 
pull down—to separate a whole into its parts, or to re- 
duce to disorder—to change the mode of existence, so 
as to disqualify that which is destroyed from its orig- 
inal purpose.” Thus the land [of Egypt] was destroyed 
by flies (Exod. 8; 24). But Egypt remains to this day. 
Again, “O Israel, thou hast destroyed thyself’ (Hos. 
13:9). Yet Israel is the one indestructible nation 
among all nations. And again, “Destroy this temple, 
and in three days I will raise it up” (John 2: 109). 
Jesus could not possibly mean annihilation, Other pas- 
sages similarly. 

Eternal judgment (Heb. 6: 2). 

For whom the blackness of darkness hath been re- 
served for ever (Jude 13). 

He shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the 
presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the 
Lamb: and the smoke of their torment goeth yp for 
ever and ever; and they have no rest day and night 
(Rev. 14: 10, 11). 


These are terrible words, The fact and the teach- 
ing of hell is an awful, staggering truth. But it is a 
truth, because God’s Word is true. Therefore we 


’ avoid it or ignore it or seek to tone it down at our 


peril. As Bishop Ryle said: “Let others hold their 
peace about hell if they will; I dare not do so. I 
see it plainly in Scripture, and I must speak of it.... 
Beware of new and strange doctrines about hell and 
the eternity of punishment, Beware of manufactur- 
ing a God of your own,—a God who is all love, but 
not holy,—a God who has a heaven for everybody, 
but a hell for none. . , . Beware of being wise above 
that which is written. Beware of forming fanciful 
theories of your own, and then trying to make the 
Bible square with them. Beware of making selec- 
tions from your Bible to suit your taste—refusing 
like a spoiled child whatever you think is bitier—- 
seizing like a spoiled child whatever you think sweet. 
What is all this but taking Jehoiakim’s penknife and 
cutting God’s Word to pieces?” 

Let us remember two great facts. First, that “The 
Lord is... longsuffering . , . , not wishing that any 
should perish, but that all should come to repentance” 
(2 Pet. 3:9); for “God our Saviour ... would have 
all men to be saved, and come to the knowledge of 
the truth” (1 Tim. 2:3, 4). Second, that the most 
direct, unmistakable, and terrible words about hell as 
the inescapable condition of. the lost come from the 
lips of Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God, 
“the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the 
world” for all who believe on him as their sure but 
only escape from hell, 
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Being Fair to Tobacco 


I read in The Sunday School Times a statement that 
during the past five decades no tobacco-user had grad- 
uated from Harvard with the highest honors, notwith- 
standing the fact that 83 percent of the students have 
been tobacco-users. 

I would greatly appreciate it if you would inform me 
as to the source and authenticity of the report. I could 
use this evidence against tobacco effectively not, only 
in my Sunday-school class but here at the university, 
where cigarette-smoking is prevalent.—From the Uni- 
versity of Tennessee. 


It is possible to be unfair to tobacco. And The 
Sunday School Times greatly regrets that in that 
statement about tobacco and university honors, made 
in these columns by a contributor, an unintentional 
injustice was done to “the weed.” It had been 
quoted from that well edited and remarkably inter- 
esting religious journal, Association Men, the official 
organ of the International Committee of the Young 
Men’s Christian Associations, whose Editor, Mr. 
Frank W. Ober, gladly made a thorough investiga- 
tion of the statement when the query of The Sunday 
School Times reader was brought to him, as did 
also the Editors of the Times. It was found that the 
item was incorrect,—Dr. Sargent of Harvard knows 
of no data justifying it, and the names of two or three 
men who led recent Harvard classes in scholarship 
have been mentioned, as tobacco users, by an officer 
of the Phillips Brooks House Association of 
Harvard. 

The. case against tobacco and the cigarette is so 
overwhelming, so self-evident, so unanswerable, from 
the standpoint of physiology and common sense, that 
it needs no misrepresentation nor any exaggeration 
of facts to add to it. But a welcome fact has been 
brought out by this investigation; Dr. George L. 
Meylan, of Columbia University, who has gathered 
facts concerning tobacco in relation to college life, 
discovered ‘that only about fifty percent of -college 
students use tobacco. It is good to know that half 
of them are sensible, any way! 

In making a correction of the misstatement in its 
own columns Associations Men states that it does so 
in the interest of fairness, “much as we detest the 
cigarette.” In the same spirit The Sunday School 
Times wants its readers to have the real facts. 

It has now been proved that a man can use tobacco 
and show brilliant intellectual power. But the ques- 
tion not yet answered is, how can a man of brilliant 
intellectual power use tobacco? 
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LESSON FOR APRIL 28 (Mark 9g : 30-50) 
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Shall we try to give our soldiers ‘‘ tobacco heart ”’ 
2 or would it be better for us all to ‘‘ have a heart ’’? 


Will Cigarettes Help to Win the War ? 


By Wilbur F. Crafts, Ph.D. S«2scntpdent ct te tater 





many young men in our militia regiments, 

gorgeously uniformed, who seemed like heroes 
to young maidens as they went marching by, on be- 
ing examined were rejected for “tobacco heart.” 
The total rejections for physical defects were re- 
ported as eighty percent, and tobacco heart was the 
most prominently noted cause of rejection. It com- 
pletely unfits men for hard marching. 

Japanese statesmen, then anticipating war with 
Russia, read of these rejections, and said, “If we are 
ever going to fight Russia successfully we must 
change our universal habit of smoking cigarettes 
from childhood.” It was then the custom for both 
boys and girls in Japan to smoke cigarettes almost as 
soon as they were able to walk. The Japanese smoke 
more scientifically than other people, throwing away 
each cigarette when half consumed because they know 
the nicotine grows more harmful as it comes nearer 
the mouth, and smoking in their thimble-size pipes 
only two or three whiffs at a time. 

But despite such precautions, Japanese statesmen 
know that tobacco in any form would diminish mili- 
tary efficiency. 

Accordingly, the Hon. Sho Nemoto, a Christian Mem- 
ber of Parliament, introduced a bill that no youth in 
Japan should use tobacco before twenty years of age, 
which is their period of majority, nor after that if 
he was still in school or college. My understanding 
is that a university student might use tobacco, but 
by that time he apparently did not care for it, for in 
five months’ observation of Japanese on land and sea 
—and for two days in a steerage—I never saw a 
Japanese student—they all wear uniforms—smoking 
tobacco in any form. 


A: THE opening of the Spanish-American War, 


A “Sissy”? Lesson From the Japanese 


This is in striking contrast to conditions in most 
American colleges. In a typical college of a leading 
religious denomination, when the Class Day exercises 
brought in the foolish custom of passing the pipe of 
peace, as it was handed to the one student in: the 
senior class who did not smoke, the juniors, by a 
preconcerted arrangement, cried out, “What will 
mama say?” To the students that man was plainly a 
“sissy.” 

When the Japanese, eight years after that law was 
passed, made war on the biggest nation in the world, 
they sometimes marched two days without food, and 
then went right on and defeated their foes. Such 
men are not “sissies.” 

It was the easier for these Japanese to be the 
cleanest army morally since the days of Cromwell, 
with no immoral women among the camp followers, 
because they had been eight years without tobacco, 
which is a direct stimulant to the baser passions. 
Every one who uses it makes harder for himself the 
battle for purity, which every man who esteems ‘his 
own health and success aspires to win. 

When the present world war began, enterprising 
tobacco merchants doing business in the United 
States and Great Britain began making a great 
“drive” all over the world to get the vanishing 
markets from which opium and alcohol were being 
driven by prohibition movements, especially in China 
and the United States. In China they covered the 
ancient city walls with big posters of the modern 
cigarette, until they looked like the announcements 
of a circus. Beautiful mothers and lovely children 
were pictured with cigarettes in lips or fingers, as if 
to suggest that Chinese ladies could not be of the 
first grade in the world if they did not smoke. They 
gave away thousands of cigarettes with the avowed 
purpose of making every man, woman, and child in 
China a cigarette user. 

With all this machinery of promotion in full swing 
at the time we entered the world war, it was possible 
in a week to start a campaign to make smokers of all 
our soldiers, even though many of them were only able 
to pass the physical examination because they had 
previously used tobacco little or not at all. Simul- 
taneously in newspapers ail across the land depart- 
ments were opened to gather money from philan- 
thropic persons by appeals to “charity” and “pa- 
triotism” to present cigarettes and other forms of 
tobacco to our soldiers. 

The beloved Red Cross organization joined in the 
appeal for tobacco to be sent to the soldiers, and 
when the Presbyterian Preachers’ Meeting of the 
National Capital and others sent a protest against 
Red Cross funds being spent in that way, urging that 
no sanction should be given to the use of this harm- 
ful narcotic by having it “thrust upon the soldier by 
the Government as a part of the ration (in the 
Galivan bill) or presented as a charity,” the manage- 
ment of the Red Cross did not deny the use of their 


Asked by a newspaper man when he took his 
special training for his wrestling bouts, Michael 
Dorizas, undefeated college champion, a modern 
Greek, but one whose brawn any son of ancient 
Greece might have envied on the eve of the 
Olympic games, answered: “I do not have to 
train. I am always in perfect condition.” What 
an ideal for the American soldier! But can he 
reach it if he smokes cigarettes ? 


The following useful leaflets of anti-tobacco 
material may be had from The Sunday School 
Times Company: 

“Tobacco as a Physician Sees It." By D. H. Kress, 
M.D. Three cents each; 30 cents a dozen, or 50 or more 
at 1 cent each. 

““What a Physician Sees in the Cigarette.’’ By D. H. 
Kress, M.D. Two cents each; 20 cents a dozen, or 50 or 
or more at 1 cent each, 

“Ask Dad—He Knows!" By Charles R. Scott and 
C. M. Shepherd. Two cents each; 20 cents a dozen, or 50 
more at 1 cent each. 

““Why We Boys Don’t Smoke Cigarettes.’ A bunch ot 
letters from the boys themselves. Five cents each; 50 
cents a dozen, or $4 a hundred. 








funds in that fashion, but justified it as for the com- 
fort of the soldier. More recently, we are glad to 
see, the Red Cross has adopted another plan, and, 
while tobacco that has been presented is still shipped 
to the soldiers, the Red Cross does not now use its 
own funds for that purpose. 

It would be easy to show from numerous testi- 
monies of distinguished physicians that the giving 
of cigarettes to soldiers in hospitals is the worst of 
all the many misuses of tobacco, And there is just 
now more of this cigarette smoking in hospitals than 
ever before. Professor Irving Fisher, of Yale Uni- 
versity, in a fine booklet entitled “Is the Tobacco 
Habit Injurious?” quotes Dr. Huber as saying: 
“The use of tobacco has been observed to induce a 
diminution of the therapeutic effects of medicines and 
to retard the healing of wounds.” 

Tobacco is a handicap to a boy just beginning the 
battle of life. The Hon. Edward Hyatt, Superintendent 
of Public Instruction of California, says in an appeal 
to boys: “You have a long and tough old fight 
ahead of you to keep your head above water and 
make a living for fifty years, All the time you'll 
keenly need every ounce of strength and steadiness 
and wind you can summon to your aid. But if you 
take on the habit of smoking before you are grown, 
the other fellow will get away with you, and you will 





Have You Joined the 
Strengthen America Campaign? 








we relentless logic the “ Strengthen America Cam- 
paign,”” in a remarkable series of advertisements, is 
meeting the old hackneyed arguments for continuing the 
liquor traffic. 


There are 104 of these advertisements in the full set, 
and they have been prepared by the vigorous writer the 
Rev. Charles Stelzle, Sicase of this Campaign of the 
Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America. 


For unanswerable conclusiveness and commandin 
strength against the liquor traffic, The Sunday Schoo 
Times believes: that this set of advertisements has never 
been equaled. Their aim is Nation-wide Prohibition, and 
their slogan is : 

** If you believe that the traffic in alcohol does more 
harm than good—HELP STOP IT!” 


Now every reader of The Sunday School Times can 
have the whole revolutionizing benefit of these remarkable 
advertisements in his own community, if he will. The 
full set of “‘ ads"’"—enough for two pieces of copy each 
week during the coming year—will be cs free to 
any individual or committee who will see to it that they 
are pane in their local papers. All the details of the 
local campaign are to be in the hands of the local com- 
mittee. Every dollar contributed to such a campaign by 
the people in a particular town or city is to be spent in 
their home town papers. The ng ag ° to the local 
community of being finked up with the National Cam- 
paign is that it will have the benefit of the highest grade 
service obtainable in the preparation of advertising copy, 
cartoons, and posters, and the results of the most scientie. 
cally prepared facts and statistics. 

For full information, write to the Rev. Charles Stelzle, 


Manager of the Strengthen America Campaign, 105 East 
Twenty-second Street, New York City. 











often go down to humiliating defeat simply because 
in boyhood you drugged yourself, so that you are not 
so tough and strong in body nor so cool and steady 
in mind as you would otherwise be.” 

The President of the Grand Trunk Railway, who 
went down with the Titanic, said to the writer: “We 
have gotten rid of the drinkers on our railway line, 
and we are going to get rid of the smokers. They 
lose their nerve in a sudden accident.” 

General Miles says that the two greatest handicaps 
a boy is likely to meet in life are the habits of drink- 
ing and smoking. General Baden-Powell, head of the 
Boy Scouts, has this to say in a letter to his boy 
army: “A Scout or any man whose life depends on 
his steadiness of nerve and his keenness of sight or 
hearing will as a rule not trust himself to smoke, 
because he knows it is injurious to those qualities. 
On that account the American Scout, Major Burn- 
ham, does not smoke; and the great African hunter, 
Mr. Selous, does not smoke. Smoking does more 
harm to you when you are young than when you are 
old. Therefore a boy should avoid smoking, in case 
some day he may be wanted to work as a Scout, or 
as a soldier, or in other duties where he will want 
a clear head and steady nerves.” It seems passing 
strange that any intelligent boy should use cigarettes 
either for the battle of life or in battling for his 
country, since it has been the rule for ages that the 
prize fighter must no more touch tobacco than liquors. 
And surely if a man will deny himself tobacco for so 
small a victory as that of the pugilist, the regimen 
of the regiment in this matter ought to be that of the 
athlete when the fate of the country may turn on the 
efficiency of a few or even in some cases of one of its 
soldiers ; and the fate of any individual may turn on 
some single act of mind or body that nerves upset by 
tobacco might influence disastrously. 


A Gun Inventor’s Opinion 


The battle that most boys must fight, and win or 
lose, is the battle of business; and it should be made 
known to every boy that there is a widespread con- 
viction among employers, based upon observation, 
that the cigarette smoker is apt to be below par in 
almost any line of work. Their lives are usually 
neither long nor strong. Maxim, inventor of the 
Maxim gun, says: “If all boys could be made to 
know that with every breath of cigarette smoke 
they inhale imbecility and exhale manhood; that 
they are tapping their arteries as surely and letting 
their life’s blood out as truly as though their veins 
and arteries were severed; and that the cigarette is a 
maker of invalids, criminals, and fools—not men— 
it ought to deter them some. The yellow finger 
stains are an emblem of deeper degradation and en- 
slavement than the ball and chain.” 

Mr. H. J. Heinz, of Pittsburgh, told the writer, 
as a story which he might repeat for the benefit of 
Sunday-school boys, that he had found two of the 
best men in his great plant doing poor work, which 
was manifestly due to their slavery to the cigarette. 
Calling them to him, he said: “I will give you two 
minutes to decide whether you will give up your 
job, or give up the cigarette that prevents your 
doing it well.” They decided to keep the job, and 
under such an inducement found it possible to break 
the spell of the enslaving cigarette. 

The sensible thing to do is for a boy who has not 
learned the use of tobacco to pledge himself never to 
use it. It is a great protection to be able to say, “I 
never use tobacco.” No gentleman will ever ask 
another to break his word, A pledge puts a question 
on the shelf as settled. One does not have to be con- 
sidering it anew day after day. 

The other moral of the foregoing facts is, that the 
boy who is already enslaved to the cigarette habit 
should seek the liberty which is in Christ. There is 
a simple medical treatment that will aid in this 
fight, which can be obtained in print. from Dr. D. H. 
Kress, Takoma Park, Washington, D. C. But after 
all, the safest and sweetest way is to let free the 
captive’s will from this slavery to a habit. 





“The Lion of Judah will break every chain, 
And give us the victory again and again.” 


Dr. Harvey W. Wiley, ex-Chief of the Bureau of 
Chemistry, speaking on “Habit-forming Drugs,” 
ranks them as follows, from worst to least: Opium, 
alcohol, cocaine (and its kin, hashish, peyote, etc.) ; 
then tobacco, coffee, tea, chocolate, cocoa. None of 
these should be used by young people in their grow- 
ing years, if it were only that they violate the wise 
rule which Sir Isaac Newton proclaimed: “I make 
myself no necessities.” They are all nerve whips, 
and a good horse resents a whip. 

Tobacco is not as bad as opium or alcohol, but it is 
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their little brother in the narcotic family. The ulti- 
mate effect of all three drugs is to tone down the 
activities of body and brain, like a soft pedal in an 
organ. There are very few people so overstocked 
with brain that they can afford to put it into a 
state of narcosis. Certainly it is not honest to put 
one’s self below par when at work for pay. 

Dr, George J. Fisher, Chief Physical Director of 
the International Y. M. C. A., says in a letter to the 
writer: “I am inclined to believe that after the great 
temperance reform has triumphed, the movement 
against smoking will follow. .. . There is to be a 
changed attitude toward tobacco, and we want to 
hasten it.” “We,” of course, refers to the Y. M, C. A. 
All Sunday-schools and Young People’s Societies will 
want to join in that “we.” The recent greatly in- 
creased use of tobacco gives fresh occasion for a 
great increase in efforts to combat its evil influence. 


Wasuinorton, D. C, 





Your Study Bible 


By John Weaver Weddell, D.D. 








A PASTOR'S notes from his own Bible margins are being 
given here, as marked through forty years of personal study. 
Each of the sixty-six books of the Bible will be covered, week 
by week, in this department of The Sunday School Times,— 
“Your Study Bible.” 

But each one should do his own Bible reading, and prayerfully 
and studiously make his own brief markings. Use the margins of 
your Bibles to write in notes such as these articles give, or discov- 
eries of your own. Use the upper margins for quotations and 
hints. The lower margins for book outlines and directions. The 
side margins for exegetical notes and references. Name each 
book, — each chapter of each book. Make the Book your 
own. “Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, 
that have I given unto you ” (Josh. | : 3). 


The following plan for marking is helpful : 


At the top of the page—topical notes. 
At the bott lytical notes. 
At the side—exegetical notes. 


Exegesis is finding Christ in the Word. 
Exposition is preaching Christ from the Word. 








2 Chronicles 


Solomon and His Successors. 
Key-word: “The Kingdom.” 
Key-text: ‘“‘And Solomon the son of David was 
strengthened in his kingdom, and the Lord his 
God was with him, and magnified him exceed- 
ingly” (1: 1). 
Preserve the royal line. Hold fast with God. 
Outline: 
1. Solomon (chaps. I to 9). 
2. His successors (chaps. 10 to 36). 
It is God’s King and God’s Temple that bulk 
largely here in this book. 
Chapter 1. Solomon consecrating himself for the 
Temple. 





Chapter 2. Solomon gathering the Material. 
Chapter 3. Solomon building the House, 

Chapter 4. Solomon placing the Altar. 

Chapter 5. Solomon installing the Sacred Ark. 
Chapter 6. Solomon dedicating the House of God. 
Chapter 7. Solomon’s work accepted of God. 


Thus far, what a picture of the ideal life,—God’s 
work and will supreme, all things working toward the 
highest end, 

But, alas, chapters 8 and 9 bring in self and the 
flesh, and the earthly side of the great King. The 
descent begins. The best of men are human and 
fallible. Beware. 

It is at Second Chronicles 9:26 that Israel finally 
realizes the broad dimensions of Joshua 1:4 (“From 
the wilderness and this Lebanon even unto the great 
river”), for we read that Solomon “reigned over all 
the kings from the river [Euphrates] even unto the 
land of the Philistines, and to the border of Egypt.” 
But, sad for Solomon and the Kingdom, he got too 
near to Egypt; his heathen bride led his heart astray, 
and Israel declined. The successive kings point the 
sad steps of this decline and of the kingdom’s de- 
cadence. 

But God is good, “his mercy endureth for ever,” 
and he sends, as in Judges, one gracious deliverance 


or revival after another. Indeed, Second Chronicles ° 


may be called the Book of the Great Awakenings. 
They are- five in all, Read them in these days of 
dearth and yet of longing for revival: 

1. The great revivals under Asa (chap. 15); 
2. Jehoshaphat (chap. 20); 3. Joash (chaps. 23 and 
24): 4. Hezekiah (chaps. 29 to 31); 5. Josiah 
(chap, 35). 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


God is a God of revivals, Trust him for his 
grace: follow his lead. 
Marginal Hints 

“Survival of the fittest?” Rather, under God, the 
oe of the fittest. He will not let his own utterly 
ail. 

“To be happy,” said Charles Lamb, “take short 
views of life.” But to the Christians the long view 
is the best. 

Every act of self-denial makes room for blessing 
in the soul. Get another room ready to-day. 

Every act of selfishness shuts a door on spiritual 
blessedness in the future. Open the doors to the 
Spirit. , 

Selfishness always hurts and slays. “What,” says 
Henry Churchill King, “does this present war teach, 
but the fruits among the nations of unmitigated 
selfishness—a world laboratory treatment before the 
eyes of all?” 

“We are either Bibles or libels:.”"—F. B. Meyer. 

Said one of the old fathers, “I expect three won- 
ders in heaven. First, that I reach it; second, that I 
miss some I thought to see there; third, that I see 
some [ did not expect to see.” oe 

“Holiness is mentioned 889 times in various forms 
in God’s Word.”—W ebb-Peploe. 

“To be filled with the Spirit is to be given a new 
sense,—to discern spiritual things.”—Jowett. 

“You cannot lay the cross along the natural path 
so that it be else than a stumblingblock.”—Lasher. 


APRIL 13, 1918 


. 


Follow Jesus rather than men,—even the best of 
men. 

Marked Texts 

“He garnished the house with precious stones for 
beauty” (3:6). Give Him your best, 

“The cherubims spread forth their wings over the 
place of the ark” (5:8). Hide there. 

“The trumpeters and singers were as one, to make 
one sound” (5:13). One note from pulpit and choir 
loft,—Jesus ! 

“That thine eyes may be open upon this house day 
and night” (6:20). God’s watch over his church. 

“Let thy priests, O Lord God, be clothed with sal- 
vation” (6:41). Good form in the kingdom. 

“Happy are thy men, and happy are these thy 
servants” (9:7). Be glad, “The joy of the Lord is 
your strength.” 

“O Lord, thou art our God; let not man prevail 
7 thee” (14:11). Carry it to headquarters. 
(See Acts 4:29.) 

“And when they began to sing and to praise, the 
Lord set ambushments” (20:22). Munitions of 
praise. Smite with song. 

“Berachah,” blessing (20:26). Keep to your name, 
men of Berachah—blessing, blessing always, every- 
where! 

“Then they brought out the king’s son, and put 
upon him the crown” (23:11), Some have done it 
now. All will do it then. Hasten the day! 

OBERLIN, OHIO. 
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England’s Death Struggle with the Breweries 


Can the United States favor prohibition at home and the drink traffic abroad ? 
By Margaret Wintringer Secretary of the National Good 


\ 


Citizenship Movement 
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brought to a head by the humiliating exposé of 

the weakening of British war efficiency through 
drink. This fact was plainly revealed in the historic 
Government White Paper on “Bad Time Kept in 
Shipbuilding, Munitions, and Transport Areas.” 
When the new government of Great Britain came into 
power early in 1917, facing the problem of securing 
the increased shipping necessary to meet the renewal 
of the U-boat campaign, the government, with .Mr. 
David Lloyd George as Prime Minister, sent a ques- 
tion to Clyde shipbuilders: “What means would you 
suggest by which to accelerate the production of 
merchant vessels?” 

Back came the answer, “The first essential step is 
the immediate prohibition of the sale of all intoxicat- 
ing liquors throughout the United Kingdom, applied 
to all classes alike; until this is done further steps 
cannot be advantageously taken.” 

This demand has been further strengthened by the 
‘report of the Committee of the Royal Society ap- 
pointed by Mr, Runciman, who has become an advo- 
cate of war prohibition, to inquire into the food sup- 
ply of the people: “The greatest waste is in the 
direct use of food materials consumed in brewing.” 

Even the London Times declares, “The drink trou- 
ble in the workships is hardly less than when the 
White Paper was written.” But the Government has 
failed to act. For in Great Britain, to use the apt 
description of Lord Randolph Churchill, “a huge 
vested- interest, as easily equipped and mobilized as a 
Prussian army,” blocks the way of every form of 
social betterment. 

The enormous increase of drink among women, 
with its attendant neglect of children; the alarming 
extent of drinking among wounded soldiers and those 
on furlough; the expenditure of money on drink; the 
waste of foodstuffs and labor; its demands upon 
shipping and interference with transport, have’ opened 
the eyes of the British public to the necessity for 
drastic action. War prohibition is nearer than ever 
before, It is confidently believed in Great Britain 
that it can only be averted by unwise action on the 
part of the United States Government. 

From the speech of Mr. Lief Jones and others. at 
the recent annual convention of the United Kingdom 
Alliance, it would seem that our British temperance 
friends are relying upon their American: allies to de- 
feat the latest effort to sidetrack prohibition through- 
out the United Kingdom. 

The doomed trade seeks a new lease of life through 
nationalization, which is purchase by the Government. 

he Government is to run the traffic, as it runs the 
Post Office. It is actually suggested that in rural 
parts the Government bar shall be in the Post Office, 
where old age pensions and war allowances to sol- 
diers’ wives are paid! A convenient arrangement for 
the besotted old age pensioner and the soldier’s wife 
who spends her allowance in drink, and a lure to the 
British youth. 

Once before, in 1915, when prohibition as a war 
measure seemed inevitable, the proposal of national- 
ization brought about its defeat and the prolongation 
of the war. At that time the Government was to take 


"Tere demand for war prohibition in England was 


over the traffic and give in exchange 300,000,000 
pounds of Government bonds, bearing three and one- 
half percent interest, to be redeemed in sixty years. 
Now the brewers demand 600,000,000 pounds compen- 
sation, and British temperance leaders are asking, 
“Why should a menaced trade double in value?” 

True, under state control as involved in the De- 
fense of Realm Act, brewery shares are rising, and 
they are paying big dividends, but what becomes of 
the. “hardships suffered because of restrictions im- 
posed upon them” which prompted Bonar Law, Chan- 
cellor of Exchequer, to refund 1,000,000 pounds of 
the war license tax to the Trade? 

Not illogically, the increase from three hundred mil- 
lion to six hundred million pounds sterling is accepted 
as proof that regulation and state control mean the 
perpetuation of the liquor traffic and not its abofition. 

And the compensation is to be paid in cash! Now 
the demand for cash returns may be due to the pro- 
moter’s conviction that the entanglement of the Gov- 
ernment in the liquor traffic at a time when every 
requirement of the nation spells prohibition, involves 
deterioration of its securities, but also creates this 
dilemma. Whence shall the money come? 

Mr, Bonar Law has acknowledged that, but for the 
aid received from the United States, Great Britain 
would have been financially in a disastrous condition. 
Every six months the war lasts a billion pounds is 
added to the British national debt, and the interest 
on that debt now amounts to three hundred million 
pounds sterling. 

Mr. Lief Jones, leader of the temperance forces in 
Parliament and president of the United Kingdom 
Alliance, declares that since it is impossible to draw 
upon the Government treasury or the British people 
for cash payment, nationalization depends upon the 
willingness of the United States, which is seeking 
prohibition for their own nation, to loan three billion 
dollars to buy up the liquor trade of another country, 
and “fasten it upon the necks of the people of that 
country forever.” 

And the British pecple, spurning that possibility as 
unworthy of America, are relying upon their United 
States allies to guard against any such misunderstand- 
ing of the situation as might lead to such a loan. 

The enactment of war prohibition here and now 
will bea strong assurance to our British comrades 
that we will not fail them, and that as we are sparing 
neither life nor treasure in our common fight to make 
the world safe for democracy, so we will sacrifice ard 
work with them, to make democracy safe for the 
world, and bring about the defeat of an autocracy 
greater than Prussianism. 

CHICAGO. 
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Have you a “Wet or Dry” campaign on hand where 
you live? As your most telling document, which may 
save the day = the “Drys,” get the notable pam- 
phlet giving Secretary Daniels’ own intimate story 
of “Why I Issued the Wine Mess Order.” It may be 
had from The Sunday School Times Company at 
2 cents each, 20 cents a dozen, or $1 per hundred; 
copies (same rate for fifty or more), postpaid. 
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LESSON FOR APRIL 28 (Mark 9 : 30-50) 
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Adding 100 Members in an Attendance Contest 


The high mark reached by one of the nineteen Sunday-schools that worked for the two Sunday 
School Times prizes; and what other attendance contests have achieved 


— 








Opening the Sunday-School Door 
to 600 Unclaimed Children 


R -the first time in sunny September the school- 

bells rang their welcome to the hundreds of chil- 

dren in gay ribbons and gingham dresses, or those 
who had acquired the dignity of new suits. 

A teacher was passing the enthusiastic crowds of 
small baseball players, and rosy-cheeked girls, when 
the thought occurred, How many are getting other 
than merely secular instruction? 

Here is the way one town figured out its interest- 
ing problem in arithmetic: 

2,100 pupils enrolled in Grade and High Schools, 

2,100 pupils enrolled in Sabbath-schools. 

Remarkable! Perfect! But a little investigation 
disclosed the fact that more than one-third of all 
Sunday-school attendants were adults, leaving in this 
case 700 children unaccounted for. 

Very quietly the principals and superintendents of 
all schools were interviewed, They gave their con- 
sent for authorized young women to copy the names 
of pupils from their new lists, the information to be 
used only for the purpose requested. 

The proposition was explained to all teachers that 
the copying was to be done simultaneously on a cer- 
tain day that week. Just before these volunteers 
from each denomination. were assigned their school 
building, colored cards for the information desired 
were prepared by a local printer. 

That night as the penciled cards were turned in— 
2,100 of them—the secretary of the Methodist Sun- 
day-school and his helpers sorted out the names of 
their own flock, while each succeeding evening was 
scheduled for the secretary of some other denomina- 
tion who was prepared to eliminate from the piles 


’ of colored cards the names of its own pupils, till on 


Saturday there remained only 800 unclaimed cards. 

Fortunately one of the most widely acquainted 
principals becoming interested, he was able to sort 
out over one hundred names which he recalled as 
Catholic -(the only denomination not co-operating), 
leaving the compact little pile of 675 as yet un- 
claimed. 

Seated around a spacious table that evening two 
representatives from each Sunday-school busily 
assorted these cards into districts, to be called upon 
next day by the volunteer calling committee of older 
women. This committee discovered many strangers, 
as well as those out in the cosy tents of the con- 
struction engineers, or those of the Eastern health- 
seeker in the near-by mountains. Church preferences 
and much valuable information were gleaned by these 
friendly callers, 

The cards, now with many pencil notes, encourag- 
ing or otherwise, were again in the hands of the 
original committee, who delivered them to the eight 
different Sunday-schools as denominational prefer- 
ence indicated. 

hat a privilege to open the door to these 600 un- 
claimed boys and girls, and to help add such to the 
ranks of His followers.—A California Sunday-school 
Teacher. 


How They Met the Challenge 


T WAS a stiff challenge that The Sunday School 

Times gave to the Sunday-schools of America in 
the Mobilization Contest for the observance of Go- 
to-Sunday-School Day, after the International Sun- 
day School Association, through its General Secretary, 
Mr. Marion Lawrance, had issued a call to all the 
Sunday-schools of America to observe this day on 
Sunday, November 4, 1917. 

In the Mobilization Contest The Sunday School 
Times offered a first and second prize of thirty dol- 
lars and twenty doilars in gold for the two articles 
describing the best plans devised and successfully 
carried through by any Sunday-school for Go-to- 
Sunday-School Day, and to each of the Sunday- 
schools described in the winning articles a hand- 
somely framed and autographed portrait of Mr. 
Lawrance. And in addition to this, the name of 
every Sunday-school entering the contest was to be 
given mention in The Sunday School Times Mobili- 
zation Honor Roll. Timte was short in which to plan; 
but nineteen-Sunday-schools met the challenge, work- 
ing out plans that speak well for their efficiency. 

Some of the schools planned and carried out pub- 
licity campaigns that reached not only every member 
of their own school, but every person in the neigh- 
borhood who was not a member of some other Sun- 
day-school. One of the finest things was the way 
in which some schools succeeded in putting every 
member to work, from the grown-ups in the Adult 





Did you know there are millions of children of 
school age in the United States—hundreds of 
thousands in almost every state in the Union— 
whe do not go to any Sunday-school_ Catholic or 
Protestant or Jewish? How many of them ought 
to be in your Sunday-school and are not there? 
What is your Sunday-school doing for unreached 
children? “Nothing,” do you say sadly? Is the 
way you make the confession an assurance of the 
fact that you really would like to do something, 
that you would like to have the attendance roll of 
your Sunday-school increased manyfold? “But,” 
you say, “I don’t know how to go about finding 
them.” Then read this page. That is what this 
page was printed for. It tells how nineteen Sun- 
day-schools, competing for The Sunday School 
Times’ prizes, increased their attendance; it tells 
how some other schools, with contests of their 
own originating, did remarkable work in adding 
“unchurched children” of their communities to 
their Sunday-school roll. In an early issue the 
Times will announce another attendance contest 
for the summer. Be on the watch for it, and begin 
your planning now. 








Bible classes to the little Beginners, who carried in- 
vitations home to their parents. 

Two cities took up the challenge, every Sunday- 
school in each of them entering vigorously into the 
campaign, Letters, posters, newspapers, street cars, 
and in one of these live cities even the waste paper 
cans were used to urge folks to answer Mr. Law- 
rance’s stirring call to mobilize for the Sunday-school. 

But they didn’t stop with advertising. The plans 
for the day itself were just as carefully worked out 
as the advertising plans. Few schools forgot the 
objectives given in the call to observe “Go-to-Sunday- 
School Day.” Recruits of all ages were earnestly 
sought. The day being World’s Temperance Sunday, 
temperance teaching was not forgotten. ~All the 
schools remembered the boys who had entered the 
service of their country, and it was easy to enlist aid 
for work among the soldiers, such as the Y. M. C. A., 
the Red Cross, the Pocket Testament League, and 
Bible study work in the camps. Best of all, some 
schools, while remembering the other objectives, 
made the winning of pupils to Christ the most im- 
portant part of their campaign, laying plans for the 
work of soul-winning in their schools that reached 
far beyond the day itself. 

Of course it was not easy to decide upon the prize- 
winners. The Editors had to do some very careful 
studying and comparing before the choice finally fell 
upon the two schools whose names head the Mobiliza- 
tion Honor Roll. . 

The prize-winning articles will be published early 
in the autumn, with some of the other accounts re- 
ceived, in preparation for the observance of Go-to- 
Sunday-Scheol Day next year. 


The Sunday School Times’ Mobilization Honor Roll 


First Prize: First Presbyterian Sunday-school, Aurora, 
Illinois. Reported by G. A. Anderson, Superintendent. 

Second Prize: United Brethren Sunday-school, Anderson, 
Indiana. Reported by B. O. Barnes, Superintendent. 

South Avenue Methodist Episcopal Sunday-school, Wilkins- 
burg, Pennsylvania. Reported by Mrs. Thornton Hayes. 

El Paso, Texas, all the Sunday-schools. Reported by Alex. 
Duguid. 

Bethlehem Baptist Sunday-school, Philadelphia, Pennsylva- 
nia. Reported by G. W. Schroeder. 

Scruggs Memorial Sunday-school, St. Louis, Missouri. Re- 
ported by Walter F. Boerner. 

Green Street Methodist Episcopal Sunday-school, Atigusta, 
Maine. Reported ty Miss Annie R. Webber. 

Christian Sunday-school, Hale, Missouri. Reported by 
Mrs. Fannie Walston. 

First Presbyterian Sunday-school, Weedsport, New York. 
Reported by D. Clifford Jones. 

First German Methodist Episcopal Sunday-school, Quincy, 
Illinois. Reported by Miss Amelia E. Eichnauer. 

Church of the Brethren Sunday-school, Huntingdon, Penn- 
sylvania. Reported by Mrs. T. T. Myers. 

First Methodist Episcopal Sunday-school, Glendora, Cali- 
fornia. Reported by Mrs. E. E. Miller. 

Chester Heights Union Sunday-school, Chester Heights, 
Pennsylvania. Reported by Josephine Hormann. 

Four Sunday-schools of Aspinwall, Pennsylvania: Presby- 
terian, United Presbyterian, Methodist, and English 
Lutheran. Reported by F. R. Agnew. 

Laredo Methodist Episcopal (South) Sunday-school, Laredo, 
Texas. Reported by Mrs. P. W. Evans. 

Highlands Methodist Episcopal (South) Sunday-school, St. 
Thomas, Kentucky. Reported by Mrs. C. M. Sinclair. 
First Methodist Episcopal Sunday-school, Dolgeville, New 

York. Reported by William J. Hart, D.D. 

The First Baptist Sunday-school, Randoiph, New York. 

Reported by the Rev. R. S. Chittum, Pastor. 


An Automobile Trip Attendance Contest 


HEY decided to take in imagination an automobile 

trip, making of it an attendance contest. The 
North Pole was chosen as a good place to visit in hot 
weather, especially as there would be likely to be no 
war troubles to be met with there. 

In this school, the Pleasant View Sunday-school, 
meeting in a schoolhouse three miles from Boulder, 
Colorado, there are seven classes, Each class chose 
its own make of automobile in which to travel. A 
good-sized picture of each was cut from some maga- 
zine advertisement and pasted on to light-weight 
cardboard to stiffen it. Seven wires were stretched 
across the front of the room in which the school 
holds its sessions; and these were marked to indi- 
cate the miles, 10,000 miles being estimated as the en- 
tire length of the trip. Paper-clip hangers were used 
to hang the automobiles—which were marked with 
pool ag numbers—on these wires, where they travel 
easily. 

Attendance and punctuality were the only points 
counted in this contest, a tardy pupil being considered 
as only half a pupil in attendance. A perfect record on 
any Sunday carried the class making it 1,000 miles 
forward on the trip. Anything less than a perfect rec- 
ord was figured out on the percentage-of-class-enrol- 
ment basis, and took the class that percent of 1,000 
miles on the way. The first class to reach the Pole 
was entertained by the other classes of the school; 
while the teacher absent the greatest number of times 
during the trip entertained the other teachers. 

The contest created much interest, and good rec- 
ords were made. There were few absentees, and 
rarely any tardy pupils.—Esther Reeks, Boulder, Col. 


4 
A Sunday-School Increase Campaign 


MOST successful and unusual campaign for in- 

creasing attendance of school children at Sunday- 
school was conducted by Miss Blanche Carrier in the 
city of Ironton, Ohio, Miss Carrier is a teacher in 
the public schools, so the first thing she did was to 
get the consent of the superintendent of schools, and 
to secure the co-operation of the principals of the 
various buildings. 

Every Sunday-school in the city, including the 
missions, was induced to enter the campaign. Some 
of the more reluctant ones came in when it was 
pointed out that all children not wearing cam- 
paign buttons would be invited by other children 
to join schools of their denomination. These 
campaign buttons were neat little round pins of 
white with a blue edge. In red were the words 
“Count on Me” and the letters “S. S. I. C.” These 
initials stood for “Sunday-School Increase Cam- 
paign.” The buttons were bought from a Sunday- 
school supply house and sold at cost to the superin- 
tendents of the twenty-two schools participating in 
the campaign. The schools provided each pupil of 
public school age with one of these buttons, and the 
children were urged to invite any child not wearing 
a button to attend their Sunday-school. 

Each Monday morning a report sheet prepared by 
Miss Carrier was passed through every building. 
This was arranged like this: 





: No. Pres No. A nD- Perc At- 
TEACHER aT } ase —.k soumna t. 3. 
1. Miss Jones 30 25 83 
2. Miss Clark 50 42 &4 
3, Miss Smith 48 36 75 
Total 128 103 80+ 











In the afternoon Miss Carrier telephoned each 
principal for the totals, and from these compiled a 
table similar to the above, except that the word 
“Building” was used instead of “Teacher.” Then she 
wrote an article for the papers, giving these statistics, 
comparing totals with those of the week before, and 
urging Sunday-school teachers and officers to look up 
the families of their new members. 

The first object in conducting this campaign was 
to show the Sunday-school workers what co-oper- 
ation would do. The campaign lasted for five weeks, 
from April 8 to May 6, and was a success in every 
way. Not only did every school find it neces- 
sary to put forth an effort to make its services so 
attractive that it would hold the children already 
enrolled, but with the publicity which the campaign 
broug] t to them, special attention was given to rais- 
ing th general standard of their school—Elizabeth 
Willia 1s Sudlow, Rock Island, Ill. 
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Mark 9 : 30-50 


LESSON 17. APRIL 28. JESUS REBUKES SELFISHNESS 


L Golden Text.—If any man would be first, he shall be last of all, and servant of all.—Mark 9 : 35 





The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 
“Cine over the top” for victory is the sum- 


mit of ambition to many a soldier to-day. 

And when he goes over the top he wants to 
be every bit there: his body, mind, and spirit in 
superb condition and co-ordination, at one hundred 
percent efficiency. Is he, and are the folks at home, 
doing everything in their power to make him thus 
fit? A college man has told of a college classmate 
“whose record stands to-day for the 220-yard dash. 
He was the fastest middle-distance man I ever knew. 
After summer vacation there was to be an inter- 
collegiate track meet. The hopes of the university 
were staked upon this particular man, who had also 
starred in other events besides running. The time 
came, and with it, not success, but failure! Their hero 
had fallen far below what was expected of him. 
Entering his classmate’s room the young fellow 
threw himself upon the bed. ‘It’s no use,’ he cried; 
‘I’m a cigarette fiend!’ His uncle had taught him 
to smoke. In the long vacation the habit had taken 
a terrible grip on him. He could not carry through 
to a finish.” 

What do you think, then, of sending millions upon 
millions of packages of these same cigarettes to the 
boys at the front upon whom the honor and the sal- 
vation of their nation depends, and who are longing 
and striving to go over the top for victory? 


Our Background Material 

Again the death of Christ is plainly taught (v. 31) ; 
and again “they understood not the saying” (v. 32). 
Why the continual emphasis on the death of Christ, 
throughout the Gospels and the entire New Testa- 
ment? Make sure that the class clearly understands 
it, Not the earthly life, but the death, of Christ, is 
the Gospel, the Good News. If he had not died, all 
men would have to die eternally. He died as our 
Substitute, that we might live. 

And the disciples “understood not the saying” be- 
cause they, like a good many Christians to-day, ig- 
nored prophecy. See what Dr. Scofield says about 
this in his “Prophecy” article in this issue. Are we 
ignoring prophecy? Do ‘we believe “all” that the 
prophets have spoken? ° 


The Lesson Itself 

The references, except as otherwise noted, are to ies- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain ae gs in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

Why did not Jesus want any one to know that he 
was passing through Galilee? (v. 30.) The word 
“For” introducing the next verse gives the reason, 
as Dr. Griffith Thomas’ opening paragraph shows. 

Two possible reasons why the disciples were 
afraid to ask Jesus more concerning his death are 
suggested by Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 1). 

Circumstances that may have led to the disciples’ 

Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 2). 

Yet it is not wrong to want to be great. It would 
be wrong not to want to be great. God wants every 
one to have the ambition that Paul had (Phil. 3: 14). 
Jesus did not rebuke the disciples for wanting to be 
great; he simply showed them how to do it right. 

If you want to get to the front, he said, go to the 
rear. If you want to be big, be little. If you want 
to rule, serve. You can fulfil your ambition for 
greatness, but only in this way. 

Get the class to bring out illustrations of this root 
principle of greatness, from biography as they can 
recall it, from history, from present-day experience. 
In the business world those corporations are greatest 
which serve most effectively the largest number. 

And the Greatest One in the universe is he who, 
as no one else ever has been or ever can be, is Ser- 
vant of all because Saviour of all, Christ himself. 

Notice that in this particular passage Jesus does 
not tell his disciples (though he does so elsewhere, 
Matt. 18:3) to become as little children; he is talk- 
ing about something else, the receiving of a little 
child in His name. To pay any attention to a little 
child seems like a trivial and insignificant thing,— 
especially in Jesus’ day. Yet if done in the name of 
Christ it was as great a thing as a man could do. 

Why did John seem to change the subject of con- 
versation entirely? (v. 38.) The possible connection 
is explained by Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 3). 

The disciples had objected, net because a certain 
one was not following Jesus, but because he was not 
following them (v. 38). Jesus taught that we need 
not be so concerned whether a person accepts our 
teaching and position in every detail, but rather 


s 


Devotional Reading: 1 Cor. 13. 
Additional Material for Teachers: Matt. 5: 41, 42; 20: 20-28; Luke 
22 : 24-30; 1 Cor. 13. 
Primary and uoler Lesson Material : Mark g ; 30-37. 
Primary Memory Verse: Be ye kind one to another.—Eph, 


43 32. 
Junior Memory Verse: 1 John 4: 21 
Intermediate, Senior, and Adult Topic: Failure of Selfishness. 


Additional Material : See -am. for ‘leachers. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
Mark 9: 33-42] 


33 And they came to Capernaum: and when he was in the 
house he asked them, What were ye reasoning on the way? 
34 But they held their peace: for they had disputed one 
with another on the way, who was the ! greatest. 35 And 
he sat down, and called the twelve; and he saith unto them, 
If any man would be first, he shall be last of all, and 
2 servant of all. 36 And he took a little child, and set him in 
the midst of them: and taking him in his arms, he said 
unto them, 37 Whosoever shall receive one of such little 
children in my name, receiveth me: and whosoever re- 
ceiveth me, receiveth not me, but him that sent me. 

38 John said unto him, Teacher, we saw one casting out 
demons in thy name; and we forbade him, because he fol- 
lowed not us. 39 But Jesus said, Forbid him not: for there 
is no man who shall do a * mighty work in my name, and be 
able quickly to speak evil of me. 40 For he that is not 
against us is for us. 41 For whosoever shall give you a cup 
of water to drink, * because ye are Christ’s, verily I say 
unto you, he shall in no wise lose his reward. 42 And who- 
soever shall cause one of these. little ones that believe ® on 
me to stumble, it were better for him if ®a great millstone 
were hanged about his neck, and he were cast into the sea. 


1Or, greater 2 Or, minister * Gr. powér. ‘Gr. in name 
that ye are. ® Many ancient authorities omit on me. 
®Gr. a millstone turned by an ass. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








whether that person plainly accepts and follows 
Christ. Only Paul under inspiration could tell peo- 
ple to be imitators of himself (1 Cor. 4:16; 11:1). 

But the word of our Lord, “he that is not against 
us is for us” (v. 40), is much misused and misun- 
derstood. Jesus was plainly speaking of some one 
whose attitude toward Christ was right, whose be- 
lief in Christ was sincere. Many a person to-day 
calls himself Christian and a follower of Christ, is 
active in “Christian” service, who nevertheless in 
God’s sight is really “against Christ” because not 
accepting God’s Word concerning Christ as the way 
of salvation, So we must put alongside of verse 40 
the other word of our Lord’s in Matthew 12: 30, 
“he that is not with me is against me,” no matter 
how much he may claim to be doing in the name of 
Christ. Be sure to read Matthew 7: 21-23. 

Notice that Jesus has been speaking (vs. 38-41) 
about those who are sincere believers in his name 
or being and personality, doing good works in the 
power of his name, and ministering to the disciples 
because of belief in Christ; and he is commending 
all such even though they may have yet to learn 
muth truth which has been made known to the dis- 
ciples. Then he goes on to utter a grave warning 
(v. 42) against causing “one of these little ones that 
believe on me to stumble.” Evidently “these little 
ones” refers, not primarily to children, but to those 
of whom he has now just been talking: babes in 
belief (1 Pet. 2:2): those who have the heart of the 
matter concerning Christ while not yet being mature 
or full-grown believers. If a person has the right 
attitude toward Jesus Christ, it is a terrible thing to 
turn him away from Christ. 

Then Jesus turns from his warning against putting 
stumblingblocks in the way of others to the stum- 
bfingblocks that may be in one’s own way; and he 
urges getting rid of such at any cost (vs. 43-48). No 
cost of getting rid of any such stumblingblock can 
equal the cost of not getting rid of it,—for that is 
unquenchable hell-fire. A comment on the meaning 
of giving up of hand or eye or foot is given in the 
last paragraph of Mr. Rogers’ lesson article. 

Do not evade the question of hell and the ever- 
lasting punishment of the unsaved. Jesus did not 
evade it. Prayerfully study this before going to your 
class, and ask God for clear light on the message of 
his Word on this point; using the article in Notes 
on Open Letters in this issue, “Are the Lost Eternally 
Punished?” Then teach it fearlessly to your class. 

Salt in the Bible constantly stands for life. It is 
a striking fact that it has been found to be, under 
some circumstances, a substitute for blood (which is 
the life) in certain. cases of physical need. Read 
“life” for “salt” in verse 50, and we get light on this 
passage. These and other striking facts.are brought 
out in the book “The Covenant of Salt,” by H. Clay 
Trumbull (Charles Scribner’s, New York City, $1.50). 


The “salt” passage is discussed by Dr. Griffith 
Thomas (I, 5). 


The Truth that Is Golden 


The unsaved man cannot possibly be unselfish. He 
is all self, nothing but self, and in bondage to self 
and to Satan. But if he recognizes that fact, which 
God tells him in his Word, and accepts “last” or 
“least” place for himself, throwing himself upon the 
mercy and love and forgiveness of God through the 
sacrifice of Jesus Christ as his Saviour, then in- 
stantly by the new birth which the Holy Spirit ac- 
complishes in him he is made great; he is brought 
into the very first place as a member of the body of 
Christ, a child of God (Rom. 8:17), one of the 
Royal Family of the universe. 

That is the Gospel pathway to greatness, 

And it is the only way. There is a great deal of 
superficial and worthless talk nowadays about 
“altruism” as being the secret of life and salvation. 
“Never mind about your own salvation,” people say; 
“get busy for others, do all the good you can to all 
men, be a real brother to every one, and you'll get 
yourself saved while saving others.” That sounds 
well, but it is not the Gospel; and it is hollow 
mockery. As well tell a consumptive or a leper that 
if he will just go out and do everything he can for 
everybody else his disease will be healed! No, 
something must first be done for the diseased one,— 
and diseased unto eternal death we all are by nature. 
First we must be saved; then only can we Serve. Our 
salvation results in service; but service never ac- 
complishes our salvation. 


Teaching Points 


Alcohol and tobacco cause many to stumble; they 
prevent our being first or greatest in any worthy 
way; they are disastrous hindrances to true service. 
Use some of the striking material given in Dr. 
Crafts’ article on page 207 in this issue, and the use- 
ful temperance suggestions in Mrs. Bryner’s article. 

Complete surrender to the mastery of Christ, as in 
Romans. 12:1, meets all the requirements of the un- 
sparingly strong expressions in verses 43-37,—ex- 
pressions discussed by Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 4). 

Selfishness is selfness. And selfness ought always 
to be rebuked. Why? Because self, since Adam’s 
fall, is wholly bad. That is the reason for the “fail- 
ure of selfishness” given as a special topic for study 
in this lesson. See what God says about self, or the 
“flesh,” in Romans 8:6, 7, 8, 13. 

A very effective object lesson in class may be had 
by. bringing a small compass and a small magnet into 
class, and showing, like the Lesson Cartoon, how 
the magnet of “self” deflects the will.away from the 
“will of God” as the north star. 


Questions for Study and Discussion 
Why was Jesus called the Son of man? 


What would have been the result if, after Jesus 
had been killed, he had not risen again? 


Did Jesus ask the question in verse 33 for infor- 
mation, or to draw the disciples out? ‘ 

Why is being last of all the secret of being first? 
_ What is the difference between merely receiving a 
little child, and receiving such a one in Christ’s 
name? 

What is it to do a work in Christ’s name? 

What was disclosed as to motive, when persons 
ministered to the disciples because they were 
Christ’s? 

Does verse 42 mean that one who causes the 
stumbling of another is eternally lost? 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 

[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The 

suggestions and questions are for the members’ own 

preparation.] 

Jesus Sets New Standards of Living (Mark 10: 1-31). 

Jesus’ quiet words must have exploded like bomb 
shells in the ears and hearts of his hearers. He came 
to fulfill the law; and that meant going way beyond 
any keeping of the law that any man had been able 
to do before him. Let us think what effect it would 
have upon the world if the teachings he gives in this 
lesson were universally observed, 


Did Jesus reject the Old Testament law? 


What did Jesus mean by saying that the kingdom 
of God belongs to little children? 


Do you think the man of verses 17-22 had observed 
the whole law from his youth up? 


Why is it hard for a rich mdh to enter into the 
kingdom of God? 


PHILADELPHIA. 


LESSON FOR APRIL 28 (Mark 9 : 30-50) 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





Connection.—Christ returned from Mount Hermon 
to Capernaum (8:27; 9:2, 9, 14, 30) on his way to 
Jerusalem to keep the Feast of Tabernacles (John 
7:2 14). It was his last journey through Galilee, 

ut now he went through without stopping, because 
his enemies would be on the watch for him. 


Date.—The late summer of A. D. 20. 


_Mark’s Gospel.—The closing lessons and incidents 
of the North Galilean ministry (7:24 to 9: 50). 


Books on the Lesson.— Vollmer, “Students’ Life of 
Christ” (Fleming H. Revell Company, New York, 
$1.25), pp. 167-176; Riddle, “Outline Harmony of the 
Gospels” .(The Sunday School Times Company; 
paper covers, 10 cents; cloth, 25 cents), sections 80- 
82; Croscup, “Historical Charts of the Life and Min- 
istry of Christ” (The Sunday School Times, $1), 
sections 93-95; Smith, “Students’ Illustrated His- 
torical Geography of the Holy Land” (The Sunday 
School Times, 75 cents), Index: Capernaum. For 
the whole of this period with its special teaching of 
the disciples, see “The Training of the Twelve,” by 
Bruce (George H. Doran Co., New York, $1.50). 


I. The Lesson’s Main Message 


Every section has the underlying thought of un- 
selfishness. 


Consecrated Service (vs. 30-32). On the journey 
to Capernaum Christ again announced his death in 
simple words, but the disciples could not yet grasp 
the fact, because their ideas of the Messiah were so 
different. When he spoke figuratively, they under- 
stood him literally (5:31; 8:15), while here, when 
he spoke literally, his words were not regarded as 
true or even possible. They were afraid to ask him 
lest they should be rebuked (8:32, 33) or perhaps 
they did not want to know more. This second reve- 
lation of the death and resurrection should be care- 
fully compared with the former one (8:31). (1) 


Humble Service (vs. 33-37). It is remarkable that 
every revelation of the Cross led to some discussion 
and contention among the disciples. They were far 
from being what they might have been expected to be 
after the great example of their Master’s humility. 
There were perhaps several reasons which led to this 
contention, including the special blessing of Peter 
(Matt. 16:17), the choice of the three to be. “eye- 
witnesses” of his majesty, and the failure of the nine 
to cast out the evil spirits. There may have been 
some jealousy of the favored ones or else the latter 
may have shown indications of pride. Their thought 
of the one who was to be the greatest, occupying 
the highest place, was very different from that of 
their Master. They thought of greatness, while he 
emphasized goodness. Humility and service were to 
him the only way to true greatness, because love in- 
variably stoops to help others (v. 35). Then he used 
a little child as an illustration of the new life with 
its thought of simplicity and humble tasks (v. 36). 
Whoever would receive one of such little children 
in union with his own character would really receive 
Christ himself, and through him none other than God 
(v. 37). Thus Christ showed the difference between 
man’s ideas of greatness and God’s (Prov. 16: 32). (2) 


Sympathetic Service (vs. 38-41). This conversa- 
tion seems to have reminded John of something that 
had happened just before. He was evidently uneasy 
at the mention of receiving (v. 37), for he had not 
long ago done the very opposite in forbidding one to 
go on with the work of casting out demons, because 
he was not a recognized disciple or follower, and was 
using the name or personal character of Christ. This 
spirit was akin to that of Joshua which Moses re- 
buked (Num. 11:28, 29). In the same way Jesus 
told John and the rest that such a man was not to 
be forbidden, because no one could work a miracle 
in the name of Christ who would really speak evil 
of him; and that he was evidently not against Christ, 
and therefore really on their side, because battling 
against the same evil. This thought is the comple- 
ment of Matthew 12:30, and shows that neutrality 
is entirely impossible. All work for Christ, even if 
so little as the giving of a cup of water, by whomso- 
ever done, will not lose its reward. (3) 


Careful Service (vs. 42-48). Then Christ passed on 
to some solemn teaching about the danger of being 
stumblingblocks to others (v. 42). Perhaps no sin 
is so terrible as this, and certainly no warnings seem 
to- be so’ severe as those he uttered against the ter- 
rible evil of causing others to fall into sin through 
our example (Gal. 2:13). The fatal consequences 
of this should lead disciples to avoid such offenses. 
Among some nations a great criminal was punished 
by drowning, a heavy millstone being hanged about 
his neck, and it were better for men to die thus than 
to make others sin. From sins against others it was 
natural to consider sins against themselves (v. 43), 
especially because this would be the way of avoiding 
becoming stumblingblocks to others. Strong ex- 
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pressions are used to show what should be done. He 
teaches that self must be sacrificed, if necessary. The 
hand that causes to offend must be cut off; all sinful 
actions must be given up. The foot that strays from 
the path of God’s commandments must be given up 
(Psa. 1:1). The eye that gazes at what is sinful 
(Gen. 3:3) with all covetous desires and greed and 
sinful imaginations must be removed, Thus every- 
thing that hinders our own life must at any cost be 
taken away. (4) 

Thorough Service (vs. 49, 50). These verses are 
very difficult, but are clearly part of the teaching 
addressed to disciples alone. Christ shows that, if 
his followers would escape eternal fire, they must 
be unsparing in the present with anything that might 
lead them astray. However painful the process, 
there must be readiness to sacrifice self, and this 
would not only purify, but would preserve the life 
from everlasting trouble. Every sacrifice was salted 
to assist in the burning (Deut. 29:23); and it was, 
therefore, better to endure the removal of stumbling- 
blocks now than to be altogether destroyed here- 
after, Thus, every disciple would be preserved from 
corruption by the fire of self-discipline, since if there 
should be spiritual loss there could be no redress; 
and if the preserving power in them became useless, 
help could nowhere be found. This passage, there- 
fore, refers back to verses 34, 35, and shows that the 
contentions among the disciples in robbing them of 
peace would become stumblingblocks to themselves 
and others. (5) 

Devotional Reading: 1 Corinthians 13. Paul’s 
great chapter on love, which is the opposite of the 
selfishness rebuked by Christ. Drummond’s division 
on which this is based is perhaps the best of all: 
(1) Love’s contrasts (vs. 1-3); (2) Love’s character 
(vs. 4-7); (3) Love’s continuance (vs. 8-12); (4) 
Love’s crown (v. 13). See The Sunday School Times 
for July 22, 1916, p. 448. 


Il. Additional Material for Teachers 

Matthew §:41, 42; 20: 20-28; Luke 22: 24-30; 
2 Cor. 22. 

1. Matthew 5:41, 42. Two of five principles of 
life taught by Christ: (1) willingness to-do more 
than required (v, 41); (2) readiness to help when re- 
quested (v. 42). These are not rules to be literally 
carried out, but express true principles, attitude, and 
temper. Anything literal would be absurd, because 
we are not to give away everything, or encourage 
fraud and idleness. But we ought to be ready to 
help in every possible way; and even if we are led to 
refuse particular requests, our motive is not a desire 
to keep what we possess, but to do the very best for 
the interests of those around. 


2. Matthew 20: 20-28, The request of Salome and 
her two sons. (1) The honor sought; (2) the honor 
granted; (3) the honor described. 

3. Luke 22: 24-30. Another instance of contention. 
(1) The reasoning (v. 24); (2) the reminder (vs. 
25-27); (3) the recognition (v, 28); (4) the re- 
ward (vs. 29, 30). 


Hil. The Graded Topics 

Intermediate, Senior, and Adult Topic: Failure of 
Selfishness. (Additional Material: see same for 
Teachers.) Selfishness always fails. 

1, There are two kinds of life. One is called 
Egoism, or living for self; the other is called Altru- 
ism, or living for others. 


2. The present lesson is seen to be entirely against 
selfishness, each sectiori emphasizing some point. 


3. There are many forms cf selfishness. (1) Some- 
times it is connected with the mind, as in self-con- 
sciousness, self-opinion, self-esteem; (2) sometimes 
it is connected with the feelings, as in self-love, self- 
satisfaction, self-reliance; (3) sometimes it is con- 
nected with action, as in self-praise, self-will, self- 
seeking, self-indulgence. 

4. Selfishness inevitably fails, because it means a 
self-centered life and one that is full of pride. The 
Apostle says, “None of us liveth to himself” (Rom. 
14:7), because we are constituted in such a way 
that our life is bound up with others. 

5. Instances of both kinds of life are found in 
Scripture: (1) selfishness, in Cain (Gen. 4:9); 
Haman (Esth. 6:6) ; the priest and the Levite (Luke 
10:31, 32); (2) umselfishness, in Abraham (Gen. 
13:9); Joseph (Gen. 50:21) ; Moses (Num. 11: 29); 
Jonathan (1 Sam. 18:4); Paul (1 Cor. 10: 33). 

6. The glory of unselfishness lies in these elements 
of true life: (1) simplicity; (2) self-forgetfulness ; 
(3) service. 

7. The supreme pattern of unselfishness is the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who did not please himself (Rom, 
15:3). 

IV. The Heart of the Lesson 


1. The Experience. We are to please God (1 Thess. 
4:1), and this will often involve our not pleasing 
man (Gal. 1: 10; 1 Thess. 2:4; Eph. 6:6; Col. 3: 22). 
But there will always be included a real opportunity 
to please our neighbor for his immediate good. and 
ultimate ‘edification (Rom. 15:2). The one thing 


2I1 


that is absolutely excluded 
(Rom. 15:1). 

2. The Expectation. God does not mock us by set- 
ting up a standard to which we cannot attain. Our 
Lord realized it (Rom. 15:3; John 8:29) and so did 
Enoch (Heb. 11:5). 


3. The Effort, This is one of the aims or “ambi- 
tions” of Paul (2 Cor. 5:9). It follows from the 
fact that being “accepted” (Eph. 1:6) we endeavor 
to become “acceptable.” 

4. The Extent. This attitude extends to every- 
thing. It was so with Christ (John 8:29), and it 
must be so with us (Col. 1:10; Titus 2:9). 

5. The Expression. Pleasing God will express 
itself in surrender (Rom. 12:1), obedience (1 John 
3:22), worship (Heb. 12:28), self-sacrifice (Heb. 
13:16; Phil. 4:18), and service (Rom. 14: 18). 

6. The Effects. The outcome in our experience will 
be God’s testimony (Heb. 11:5), answers to prayer 
(1 John 3:22), and personal experience and satis- 
faction (Rom. 12:2; Eph. 5:10). 

7. The Explanation. Paul not only emphasized the 
need, but the secret of pleasing God (1 Thess. 4:1). 
How is this to be done? On the Divine side it is a 
work within (Heb, 13:21); on the human side it 
an surrender (2 Tim. 2:4) and faith (Heb. 
12:6). 

It is a solemn thought that this life of pleasing God 
concerns the Christian alone, for the non-Christian 
does not please God (1 Thess. 2:15), because he can- 
not (Rom. 8:8), And so the opposite of selfishness 
is a life lived in relation to God, delighting in his will, 
finding its supreme satisfaction in union with and 
obedience to that will, knowing and showing that it 
can fulfil that will, because it is “not under law, but 
under grace.” 


V. Leading Questions 


_On what other occasions did Christ clearly reveal 
his death? What differences are seen each time? 

How did he know of the dispute? (v. 33.) 

What point in the former conversation prompted 
John’s inquiry? 

What is suggested in verse 39 of the relation to 
Christ of people outside the Twelve? 

How is verse 40 to be reconciled with Matthew 
12:30? 

Wherein lay the value of the act mentioned in 
verse 41? 

What is the force of the reference to cutting off 
hand and foot and plucking out the eye? 


What is the probable meaning of verses 49, 50 in 
the light of the context? 


WycuiFFE CoL_ece, Toronto. 
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The Prophecy in This Lesson 
By C. I. Scofield, D.D. 


HE end of the path is near, and our Lord be- 

comes again the prophet of his own death and 
resurrection (Matt. 12: 39, 40; Luke 9: 22-27; Matt. 
16:21; Matt 17: 22, 23). Once again (Matt. 20: 17- 
19)—thrice altogether, Jesus predicted his death by 
violence, and his rising again the third day. Once 
more, on the evening before the day’ of his cruci- 
fixion, he speaks to his disciples in the upper cham- 
ber of his approaching death, and gives them the 
memorials of bread and wine (Luke 22: 10, 20). 

And always his words fall upon uncomprehending 
ears. There could be no stronger proof of the 
neglect, in the current teaching of the scribes and 
lawyers, of the tragic side of Old Testament Mes- 
sianic prophecy. It suited the pride of the Jew to 
dwell only upon the glowing descriptions of the 
future blessing and exaltation of Israel in Messiah’s 
kingdom,- And so even his own disciples were 
unprepared for the greatest work of their Christ in 
making ‘atonement for sins. 

Our Lord touched a fault which is ours as well as 
theirs, when, gently rebuking the Emmaus disciples 
after his resurrection, he said: “O foolish ones, 
and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets 
have spoken.” The Jews believed the part of the 
prophetic messages which soothed their pride, but 
ignored the Twenty-second. Psalm, and the Fifty- 
third of Isaiah; the church, in the face of Scrip- 
ture (Matt. 13: 24-30, 36-43, 47-50), and of evident 
facts, still boasts of converting the world in this 
age, and ignores the clear testimony to her own 
apostasy and the return of the Lord in glory (2 
Thess. 2:3; 2 Tim. 3: 1-5). Is the Lord never to 
have a people who will believe “all” that the prophets 
have spoken? 


DouciasTon, Lone Istanp, N. Y. 
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Just slip into. your Bible study outfit “Riddle’s Out- 
line Harmony of the Gospels,” showing in parallel 
columns the events, places, dates and location im each 
Gospel. The 25 cents you'll send to The Sunday 
School Times for it is an investment with big returns. 


is pleasing ourselves 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Real Thing.—//e took a little 
child ,.. in his arms (v. 36). Great- 
ness does not consist of short hose, 
bare knees, and white frocks. Great- 
ness consists of the child spirit and 
the child heart. I never see a youngster 
going up the street on the curbstone, 
touching all the trees and telegraph 
poles, fut I think of the great Dr. 
Samuel Johnson, who used to do the 
same. ngland pointed to the per- 
fect Lord Chesterfield as its great one, 
but Chesterfield is only remembered for 
the call-down the poor scholar gave him 
when his lordship undertook to ride to 
fame on Johnson’s great dictionary, the 
first in the language. A gentleman who 
had met Edison, said to me, “He re- 
minds me of a great big boy.” When 
a man gets too “great” to play with a 
top, and a woman too famous to like a 
doll it is a sure sign the light is only a 
lamp in a cabin window on the hillside 
and not a star in the heaven. Great 
folks never know they are great until 
they get to heaven. Get “Story Tell 
Lib” from The Sunday School Times 
Company and read “The Shet-up Posey.” 
If the book is not in the Sunday-school 
library, it ought to be. This story would 
make a lesson for the day with nothing 
else. There is nothing so much needed 
to-day as the humble, childlike frame of 
mind that believes and trusts and cud- 
dies up close to God (Matt. 18:3). 


Hidden Christians.—For he that is 
not against us is for us (v. 40). This 
has been written here for hundreds of 
years, yet how few have learned the 
truth. Do you get blue sometimes out 
there on the firing line because you think 
there are not enough with you and back 
of you? You may have more than you 
dream of, and, when you have made 
good, will come forth. Elijah’s seven 
thousand (Rom. 11: 2-5). John Wana- 
maker, when a poor young man, went 
down into the tough haunts of the 
dreaded “Schuylkill Rangers” in Phila- 
delphia and opened a little Sunday- 
school in a tent. That Bainbridge Street 

ang did not flock into the, tent, by a 
ong shot—not just then. Neither did 
they succeed in driving the young Wana- 
maker away. Both Mr. Wanamaker and 
his school, now one of the biggest and 
most famous in the land, are still doing 
a great work for the Master. Every- 
body interested in Sunday-schools goes 
to see Bethany when visiting Phila- 
delphia. When Jerry McAuley, ex- 
river thief, went into Water Street, New 
York, “Rowdy” Brown and ancient eggs 
and roughhouse were there to greet 
him, but “Rowdy” became a mission 
worker himself and the tonghs of the 
district became the pillars of the work. 
Water Street Mission, under John 
Wyburn and his wife, goes right on 
saving the “way downs.” The other 
night I spoke there to about six hundred 
homeless men, It is the finest rescue 
mission in the world. Never stand up 
and scold the gathering you have in 
Church and Sunday-school for those 
who ought to come out of hiding, As 
the boys say, the getting them in is “up 


to you.” That job is where you show 
your genius. Elijah let go. Maybe 
you do. Any two for a cent man can 


stand up and talk. But it takes much 
prayer, much sacrifice, much work, to 
uild up and bring out hidden sup- 
porters. 


The Heart Break.—Whosoever shall 
cause one of these little ones to stumble 
it were better for him... he were cast 
into the sea (v. 42). As all the old 
readers of these ro well know, the 
writer believes that if a boy or girl 
goes to the bad it is the fault of the 
parents. How many children in town 

et the care of Lady Eglinton, the 
Reeas hen who laid more eggs in a year 
than any other hen? My friend, miller 
Danforth, of St. Louis, the Purina man, 
who makes feed for men, cattle, and 
poultry, said to me, “We have fifty 
foods for. stock but only one for 
folks.” Just one for the nursery but 
lots for the barnyard. Is closer at- 
tention given to raising high-grade 
stock than to high-grade men? Every 
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one who owns a high-bred dog knows 
where it is every hour of the day 
and night. Can you say the same of 
your high-bred child? Is to let go of 
your boy to stumble him? You know 
the only safe place for your boy and 
girl is in the hand of Heaven. The only 
place Satan cannot catch them. What 
are you doing to put them there? Do 
your children ever hear your voice in 
prayer for them? Do you ever take 
time and pains to sit down and talk with 
them about high things? Yea, can you? 
Are you then neglecting and preparin 
yourself for a heartbreak in your ol 
age? Would it then be better for you 
to have the painless end by drowning, 
than what your neglected children are 
going to bring to you in the last days? 
es, I think this is what Jesus meant. 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 

School Times three full months in advance 

of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they may not be considered at all. not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for a three-cent stamp. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is oifered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 

Illustrations on other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, and will 
stand a better ch of ptai than 
illustrations on tne Golden Text. 

Short illustrations, of from 75 to 150 words, 
are greatly preferred. They will be accepted 
ahead of longer ones equally good. 


Why Give-—A cup of water to drink, 
because ye are Christ's (v. 41). It is 
said that when Andrew Fuller went into 
his native town to collect for the cause 
of missions, one of his old acquaintances 
said, “Well; Andrew, I'll give five 
pounds, seeing it’s you.” “No,” said 
Mr, Fuller, “I can’t take anything for 
this cause seeing it’s me,” and handed 
the money back. The man felt’ re- 
proved, but in a moment he said, 
“Andrew, you are right; here are ten 
pounds, seeing it’s for the Lord Jesus 
Christ."—From Biblical Illustrator, by 
Rev. Joseph S. Axell, Sent by W. C. 
Mufft, Kalamazoo, Mich. The prize for 
this week is awarded to this illustration. 


Why Christ’s?—Ye are Christ’s (v. 
41). A boy of a mechanical turn of 
mind made himself a toy motor-boat to 
sail upon a stream of water that flowed 
near his home, On taking it to the 
stream he found it was defective, and 
it sailed away from him far beyond his 
reach. After many efforts to recover it, 
he was at last compelled to return home 
without it. To him it was lost. Not 
long after he was surprised to find in a 
window of his town a boat with a card 
attached: “This motor-boat for sale. 
Price, five shillings.” It was his! He 
made his loss known to the owner, but 
it was futile. He could have it for the 
price of five shillings. He went home 
and told his father of his predicament. 
The father heard the story, and said, 
“Here’s the money; go and buy back 
your own boat.” And when he at last 
received it from .the vendor he hugged 
it to himself, and said, “You are twice 
mine; I made you, and I bought you!” 
So we are Christ’s by a twofold claim: 
He made us, and He redeemed us. He 
made us His the second time by a great 
price.—From the Sunday School Chron- 
_. Sent by J. A. Clark, Wakefield, 

ng. 


His Refusal.—Whosoever shall cause 
one of these little ones . . . to stumble 
(v. 42), It is said that Hans Wagner, 
Pittsburgh’s popular favorite in pro- 
fessional baseball, was offered a thou- 
sand dollars to consent that his picture 
should be used on the boxes of a brand 
of cigarettes. Wagner positively re- 
fused. The representative of the to- 
bacco company expressed surprise. “I 
thought all you ball-players were money- 
crazy,” he insinuated. But Wagner an- 
swered indignantly, “I’m not crazy for 
any money that means encouraging any 
boy to smoke cigarettes. If my name 
and picture on a card or box will have 
that effect, I tell you I’m not going to 
sign up, no matter how high you go 
with your offers."—From the Christian 








 Segaas Sent by J, A. Clark, Wakefield, 
ng. 

If Only They Had!—// any man would 
be first, he shall be last of all, and ser- 
vant of all (Golden Text). The ruler 
of a certain country decided that his 
subjects were selfishly intent each upon 
his own interests, with little regard for 
helping his fellows. He slipped out one 
night and placed a stone in the road, 
too large to be easily pushed aside, but 
not so large that it could not be moved 
if one were willing to put forth labor 
and exertion. The next day the king 
watched from his windows. Ox teams 
drove up, their owners looked at the 
stone, then drove round it. A grena- 
dier in bright uniform lustily berated a 
populace that kept no better roads, but 
did not attempt to move it. Travelers 
came and went, each one expressing an 
opinion that the stone ought to be gotten 
out of the way, but no one volunteer- 
ing to move it, After many weeks the 
king sent his herald to summon the peo- 
ple. When they had all arrived the 
king jumped from his horse and rolled 
away the stone. Underneath was a box 
filled with gold and bearing this inscrip- 
tion: “This box is for him and him 
alone who takes the trouble to move 
this stone.” There was no need to 
point a moral. Every one understood 
that if he had been willing to render a 
service for the public good he would 
have reaped a rich individual benefit— 
From Forward. Sent by Mary L. Wil- 
son, Maysville, Ky. 


ye 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“When morning gilds the skies.” 
“Down in the valley with my Saviour I 
would go.” 
“If Jesus goes with me.” 
* Let the lower lights be burning.” 
“O Master, let me walk with thee.” 
“Trying to walk in the steps of the 
Saviour.” 
“Yield not to temptation.” 
“Sun of my soul, thou Saviour dear.” 
(References in parentheses are.to the met- 
rical Psalm Book set to music, including 
also some other parts of, Scripture. “Bible 
Songs No. 4,” published by United Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.). 
Psalm 4: 1-12 (7: 1-3). 
Psalm 15: 1-5 (23: 1-4). 
Psalm 131 : 1-3 (266: 1-3). 
Psalm 34: 11-22 (79: 1-3). 
Psalm 116: 12-19 (231 : 1-3). 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
how often we must have hurt thee by our 
selfishness! How patient thou hast been 
with us through it all! We pray that thou 
wilt take away from us any desire for 
prominence, any pride of place, any wish that 
others should know what good work we have 
done. Teach us to be self-forgetful, so that 
we shall be able to see thee as thou art and 
work for thee in the light of thy blessed will. 
We ask this in thy dear name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Suppose you and 
some of your friends were walking 
along the road with one who had been 
a greater friend to you than any of you 
could possibly be, and he had~been tell- 
ing you that he was just coming to the 
greatest trial of his life. Then suppose 
that instead of asking him what he 
meant, and sympathizing with him, you 
had gotten into a dispute over which one 
of you would be the greatest? Really 
now, what would you think of yourself? 
Wouldn’t you be ashamed of such a dis- 
cussion as that, at such a time? Anda 
little later when you discovered just 
what that dear friend’s hard time was 
to be, wouldn’t you be heartsicl over 

our selfishness along the road? It was 
just like that with Jesus and his dis- 
ciples in the pathetic picture of this les- 
son. Yet how very loving and tender 
he was about it all, pointing out to these 
men just where they were wrong, and 
bringing them face to face with a child- 
like spirit. We may think that we are 
not in danger of treating Jesus like that 
nowadays, but what are we doing when 
we fuss over our prominence in the eyes 
of other folks, when we want to be no- 
ticed in Christian work, when we can 
hardly bear it unless folks know that 
we were the ones who made a certain 
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good suggestion? No, the old demon of 
selfishness is still ready to make trouble 
for us, and some of us have not yet 
learned Jesus’ lesson about service. 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster. Bryner 


Nos FOR TEACHERS.—Temperance 
is the controlled and right use of our 
powers and possessions for service. 
Intemperance is the: uncontrolled or 
wrong use of our powers or possessions 
for self-indulgence. Childhood is the 
most hopeful time to develop powers 
for service before habits of self-indul- 
gence have been formed, 

In to-day’s lesson Jesus is teaching the 
greatness of service. (See general 
Golden Text.) Add verse 41, about the 
cup of cold water, to the suggested 
Primary material, Mark 9: 30-37, using 
it as the basis of temperance teaching 
for children. 


Lesson Story.—One day 
sorry to hear his disciples talking 
among themselves about which one 
should be greatest in his kingdom. 
When they reached the house where 
they were to stay, Jesus said, What were 
you talking about on the way? They 
were ashamed to tell him that each one 
wanted the best place. 

Jesus did not scold them. He said, 
The man who lives to serve and help 
other people is greater than the man 
who tries to be the master. 

A little child entered the room. 
Jesus took the child in his arms and set 
him in the midst of the twelve men and 
said, Except ye become as little chil- 
dren, ye shall not enter the kingdom of 
heaven, but whoever shall humble him- 
self as this little child shall be greatest 
in the kingdom of heaven, Whoever 
shall receive one such little child in my 
name receiveth me. (Study Matt. 18: 
1-6, 10.) In heaven their angels do al- 
ways behold the face of my Father who 
is in heaven. Then Jesus said, Who- 
ever shall give to drink unto one of 
these little ones a cup of cold water, 
shall not lose his reward (v. 41, also 
Matt. 10: 42). 


Temperance Suggestions—Have you 
seen a “service flag’? What does it 
mean? Every home is proud of the 
young man who serves his country in 
the army or navy in time of war, Many 
young men cannot join the army or navy 
because they have spoiled their bodies 
by using strong drink, or weakened their 
hearts by using tobacco. When they 
were children their bodies were as 
healthy and strong as yours. 

To every child God gives just one 
body in which to live as long as he stays 
on this earth. At first mother feeds and 
clothes and bathes the little child, but 
he soon begins to learn to help to take 
care of himself. A strong body is one 
of God’s best gifts. 


“ My body is God’s for He gave it 
All pure and He made it for use; 
He wants me to keep it and save it 
From all kinds of harm and abuse.” 


Jesus was 


All through the year God supplies 
good gifts for his children. What month 
is this? April is the month when we 
often think of God’s good gift of water. 
“April showers bring spring flowers.” 

April is the time of year _when 
mothers talk about spring house-clean- 
ing. God’s showers help to wash the 
outside clean. They wash the trees, 
bushes, and plants, too. 

The house in which I live is God’s 
gift, It needs house-cleaning, too. We 
often wash or bathe to keep it clean on 
the outside. Did you ever think how 
we wash it on the inside? Whenever I 





take a drink of wattr, it freshens the 
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LESSON FOR APRIL 28 (Mark 9 : 30-50) 


blood and washes through every part of 
the wonderful house in which I live. 
Nothing else washes it so clean as 
water. 
“The best drink for the children 
Is water clear and bright; 
In every spring it bubbles 
And sparkles in the light; 
It flows through greenest meadows 
For thirsty flowers and trees, 
And birds and cows and rabbits 
Have all the drinks they please, 


“So if this clear pure water 

Is best for birds and all— 

It must be best for every one, 
For big folks and for small; 

Then sparkling water I will drink, 
And well and strong I’ll be 

And every day I’ll thank the Lord 
For sending it to me.” 

(Graded Temperance Helps (Wm. H. Dietz, 
20 East Randolph Street, Chicago, 15 cents.) 
“The King and His Wonderful Castle” 
(same address, 40 cents) is full of sug- 
gestions. 


Suggest giving a cup of cold water 
to a thirsty plant, dog, kitty, person, 
etc. “Be ye kind one to another.” 
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My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Bring out the background of this coi- 
versation. 

Establish the law of true greatness 
here taught by Jesus. 

Help your girls to discover its appli- 
cation to their own lives. 











PEN the lesson with this question: 
Do you remember what event fol- 
lowed immediately upon Jesus’ baptism, 
when God’s voice proclaimed him to be 
his divine Son? Yes, that threefold 
temptation of Satan followed hard upon 
that hour of exaltation, just when 
Jesus’ heart must have been glowing 
with the joy of it. Just so Satan struck 
a blow at the warm faith aroused by 
the transfiguration, before the disciples 
were well out of sight of that delectable 
mountain whereon they had caught a 
glimpse of heaven’s own glory. For it 
was while they were “on the way” hack 
to Capernaum that this ugly dispute 
arose,—as to which one was greatest! 
Now let us see just how he set about 
counteracting the deadly poison of sel- 
fishness injected by his arch enemy, just 
when he might have expected some fruit 
from the weeks of close association with 
himself apart from the thronging crowds. 
Can you not see the look of bewilder- 
ment come over the faces of his “class” 


when he took that little bit of a boy and, | 


standing in their midst, “threw his arms 
around him” (Weymouth) and spoke 
those unforgettable words in Mark 9: 
37? Do you think they understood this 
illustration of the solemn law of his 
kingdom which he had just given them? 
(Mark 9:35.) Not long after this they 
proved their obtuseness by trying to 
keep away the little children brought to 
him by their mothers. 

Turn aside a minute yourself to help 
your girls see that picture of Jesus and 
the little child. Who was he? Whence 
came he at the desired moment? Maybe 
he was one of the little ones of Peter’s 
household who, having seen and known 
Jesus on- former visits, now had run 
gladly out to meet his returning friend. 
Wherever he went the children were 
ever near to catch a fleeting smile, or a 
gentle touch from this friend who was 
never too busy to see them, and who 
always understood them, How confid- 
ingly this boy trusted himself te Jesus 
in the midst of this band of bearded 
men! Such trust betokens past win- 
someness on Jesus’ part,—the child 
knew he was safe. What an immediate, 
positive illustration they had before their 
very eyes of his tremendous words! 
(vs. 37, 42.) ; 

But the mere knowing of the great 
law of selflessness, even in its whole 
meaning, is not Jesus’ requirement. That 
law must have full operation in our 
lives. Let us discover a few ways in 
which it can work. Think first of the 
things we will not do, Perhaps there 
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is some pleasant indulgence in your life 
which seems perfectly harmless to you. 
Are you sure it is not causing “one of 
these little ones to stumble”? Perhaps 
you are a girl of wealth, so that fine 
clothes are no temptation to you. But 
how about the beauty-loving eyes of 
the girl who cannot afford such ex- 
pense, as she sees you so wastefully 
dressed? And that wine, served as a 
matter of course in your home of wealth, 
which may mean no temptation at all to 
you, but is the very road to hell to some 
young man who takes it at your table? 

What of the things we will do in these 
days when our country needs us all, 
rich and poor alike; surely we can and 
will put self behind our backs and be 
“servant of all” in all the ways open to 
us. It may seem a trivial thing for a 
girl to continue her indulgence in the 
sweets she likes, or the favorite dishes 
at table. But girls have a large share in 
making public tastes and public stan- 
dards, and can serve humanity in a sur- 
prisingly large way just now in the food 
conservation campaign. 

The contributions girls can make to 
home, school, church, community, na- 
tion, are being so pressed in these war 
times that no girl need look in vain for 
the best channel for her service. She 
can hardly miss her opportunity, but she 
will miss meeting it unless she meets it 
in His strength who alone is strong 
enough for this life of true selflessness. 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Mark Io: I-31 

Give every girl a copy of at least this 
one verse of the beautiful new hymn, 
“Have Thine Own Way, Lord!” with 
the request that she memorize it. It 
would be a most helpful class hymn, 
“Have Thine own way, Lord! Have Thine 

own way! 

Hold o’er my being absolute sway! 

Fill with Thy Spirit till all can see 

Christ only, always, living in me!” 


Ask for a volunteer to tell the story 
which is our next lesson, as if she had 
been an eye-witness to it all. 


Atianta, Ga, 
we 


“The best yet,” says a Christian 
leader of the 1918 Booklet of the Bible 
Success Band. Send 15 cents to The 
Sunday School Times Company for it, 
or 12 cents each if you order ten. 


Pucker’s “* Boy’s-Eye View ” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: Who was the greatest 
American? Why? Story of the Apos- 
tles’ dispute. 

Main truths: Jesus knows our thoughts; 
greatness is in humble service; a big 
brother’s responsibility; putting away 
temptations. 

Explanation: What hand stands for. 











“ HO is the greatest man America 
ever had?” asked teacher. 

“Washington, Wilson, Roosevelt, Billy 
Sunday,” were some of the answers we 
shouted at him, and Bulldog Jones said, 
“Charlie Chaplin.” But we finally set- 
tled on Abraham Lincoln. Then we 
talked about why everybody thinks him 
so great, and decided it was because he 
thought more about saving the Union 
and freeing the poor slaves than he did 
about getting anything out of it for him- 
self. Teacher believes Lincoln never 
stopped to think whether he was great 
or not. He was too busy helping 
others. 

To-day’s lesson was about that same 
thing. Jesus and his scouts were hiking 
back to Capernaum from their camping 
trip up north, When they reached 
Peter’s house and got cleaned up and 
were all sitting around the fire after 
supper, suddenly Jesus looked at them 
and asked: “What were you arguing 
about back there on the road?” 

That made them look at each other 
in surprise and then hang their heads. 
They had fallen behind him on the road 
and held a regular dispute about which 
one was going to have the highest rank. 
Of course Peter, James, and John 
boasted that they had the bulge on the 
others. Jesus had already shared some 
secrets with them. “We know some- 
thing that we can’t tell, don’t we?” 
Then the others had declared they were 
just as good as the three. But how 
did Jesus find out about it? 

You can’t fool Jesus Christ. Mother 
says he knows everything in our minds, 
and that the only way not to be caught 
is never to think a thought you would 
not want him to know, 

At first they just hung their heads and 
didn’t have a word to say. But finally, 








according to Matthew, they asked Jesus 








The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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to settle the question for them. For an 
answer Jesus just beckoned Peter’s little 
shaver over to him and said: “True 
greatness is not in holding a high office, 
but in doing the most for others. If 
you want to be truly great you must stop 
thinking of yourselves and be as humble 
and loving as little Samuel here” (or 
whatever his name was). 

“Little Samuel must have been differ- 
ent from the little kids around here,” 
spoke up Bumps. “Most of them are as 
stuck up and cocky as a young rooster.” 

“I wonder what makes them so,” asked 
teacher quietly, and Bumps confessed 
that he guessed the little fellows caught 
it from trying to act like the bigger 
ones. 

That sent us over to verse forty-two, 
and teacher showed what that means for 
us, He said Jesus always set great 
store by little children, took them up in 
his arms, you know, and blessed them, 
and said nobody could be a Christian 
unless he humbled himself and became 
as a little child. Teacher believes chil- 
dren who have been taught right in re- 
ligious homes make the finest Chris- 
tians in the world, and that Jesus wants 
every boy and girl to accept him early 
in life. Then it seems it’s up to the 
rest of us to help or hinder that baby 
Christian. Teacher says the little fel- 
lows will do as they see us do. If we 
smoke and swear and go to Sunday 
shows and ball games, they will, too, and 
then, according to verse forty-two, we'll 
get something worse on the Judgment 
Day than to be tied to a rock and 
drowned. But if we keep clean and 
square, respectful to girls, faithful to 
Sunday-school and preaching services, 
active in the Young People’s Society 
and not ashamed of Christ, then the 
little fellows will turn out that kind, 
too, and we shall have led them straight. 

That was a hard verse about cutting 
off your hand or foot. Teacher ex- 
plained that to stumble meant to fall 
into sin, but even then I don’t see how 
your hand or foot is to blame, Of 
course we use our hands to light a cig- 
arette or pour out a glass of beer, but 
that isn’t the hands’ fault. We make 
them do it. Teacher explained that hand 
stands for any influence that tries to 
drag us into sin. It might be a bad 
book, a habit, or even some friend. If 
it is going to lead us into sin we must 
have nothing more to do with it, even 
if it is something as precious as a hand 
or an eye. 

Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Mark 10: 1-31 

Who came to Jesus to seek salvation? 
(Luke 18: 18.) 

What shows this man’s earnestness? 
(Mark 10: 17.) 

Why did Jesus refuse to be called 
good? 

What was it this man lacked? (v, 21.) 

Is it wicked to be rich? (v. 24.) 

How can a man save himself? (v. 
27.) 

Terre Haute, INp. 





[ Children at Home 








What Wakened Tumpty Toad 
By Abigail Burton 


UMPTY TOAD sat on the garden 

walk sunning himself. It was a 
drowsy day, and Tumpty Toad was 
feeling much too sleepy to move. In- 
deed when two mosquitoes lighted on a 
nasturtium leaf near his head, Tumpty 
Toad only blinked an eye at them. 
They would have tasted good no doubt, 
but hardly good enough to be worth the 
effort of putting out his tongue! 

Now Tumpty Toad couldn’t help 
hearing what the mosquitoes were say- 
ing. It seemed easier to listen than to 
move out of hearing. They weren’t 
sleepy, he learned, in spite of the heat. 
They were merely hungry. 

“And nothing biteable in sight,” said 
one crossly, “but that old toad.” 

“You don’t call him biteable,” said 
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the other. 
taste.” 

“Hush,” warned the first. 
hear us.” 

“No danger,” returned the second. 
“Can’t you see he’s asleep?” 

Tumpty Toad kept his eyes shut. Not 
that he wasn’t annoyed. No one likes 
to be called tough, even by a mosquito. 

“Here comes somebody tender,” said 
the first mosquito suddenly. 

“Aha,” said the second with satisfac- 
tion, 

And both mosquitoes fell silent. 
Tumpty Toad could hear them sharpen- 
ing their bills. He was almost curious 
enough to open his eyes. Still he felt 
so lazy! And he could trust his ears to 
tell him who this tender somebody was. 

For steps were coming along the 
walk, a big, grown-up pair of steps,— 
not the tender ones decidedly—and a 
little, uncertain, toddling pair. 

“Funny toad,” said the baby. 

Tumpty Toad felt a soft httle tickle 
down his back. He didn’t jump or 
wriggle away, for he knew that the 
tickle was the baby’s finger stroking and 
patting him. He sat very still, not to 
frighten the tickle away. 

“Nice, funny toad,” said the baby. 

“See if he doesn’t want a fly,” said a 
big grown-up voice that belonged to 
the big grown-up steps, 

That was thoughtful surely. Tumpty 
Toad was almost excited enough to open 
his eyes. Still he felt so lazy! And he 
could trust his nose to tell him when the 
fly was near. 

The mosquitoes 
their bills. 

“Ready?” asked the first. 

“Go!” said the second. 

Tumpty Toad heard the hum of their 
wings as they passed. It was a hungry 
hum. And it was headed straight for 
the baby. 

Tumpty Toad opened both eyes wide. 
He had forgotten all about being sleepy. 
Close beside him on the walk, stooping 

ito hold a big flat fly invitingly near his 
‘mouth was the baby. Such a gurgling, 
i laughing dumpling of a baby! The first 
mosquito had settled on one bare little 
foot, and the second was lighting on the 
fat little hand that held out the fly. 

But Tumpty Toad didn’t wait to look 
at the fly. He darted out his long 
tongue, once, and wiped the first mos- 
quito off the baby’s foot—twice, and 
hooked the second mosquito off the 
baby’s hand, Bite the baby, would they? 

“Serves them right for being hungry,” 
thought Tumpty Toad. 

He darted out his long tongue again, 
and the big fat fly followed the mos- 
quitoes down Tumpty Toad’s capacious 
throat. And that was the very best place 
for them all, if you ask me! 

Tumpty Toad winked at the nastur- 
tium leaf, where the mosquitoes had sat. 


“He’s too tough for my 


“He may 


stopped sharpening 





“Tm not as sleepy as I look,” said 
Tumpty Toad. 
Freeport, IL. , 
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For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 








April 22 to 28 
Mon.—Mark 9 : 30-42. 
Jesus Rebukes Selfishness. 

There are very few candidates for the 
lowest places. The disciples had to be 
taught that the grasping at “first place” 
is contrary to the spirit of Christ, which 
spirit is well illustrated by “the child in 
the midst.” Trustful, self-forgetful, 
and obedient—the way to the best. 

PRAYER SuGGestTions: Praise God for 
the returning springtime. The winter is 
past and the time of the singing of birds 
has come. Pray that a spiritual revival 
and new life may come to all our 
churches; for an increase of individual 
piety, power, and purity; for a revived 
spirit of prayer throughout the land. 
Tues.—Mark 9: 43-50. 
Dealing with Offenders. 

How many things there are about us 
which cause us to stumble, These must 
be ruthlessly dealt with. “Cut off,” is 
the Master’s word. There is no such 
thing as amputation by inches. Better 
lose a companion in life than hold to one 
who might drag us down to death. 

PRAYER SucceEsTIons: Pray for broken- 
hearted mothers and fathers and rela- 
tives of our slain soldier boys; that the 
comforting Spirit may console and 
strengthen them under trial; for the 
wounded in the hospitals, and for those 
who are past all human skill to heal. 
Wed.—Matt. 20 : 20-28. A Mother’s Ambition. 


The desire for her sons to occupy 
the chief places in the Kingdom was the 
offspring of maternal affection, but it 
betrayed a deep-rooted spirit of selfish- 
ness which our Lord tenderly rebuked. 
A mother’s unsanctified ambition may 
readily lead her beyond the will of God. 

PRAYER SuccesTIons: Pray earnestly 
that we may be able to read the signs of 
the times; that we may be found ready 
to meet our Lord on his return; that the 
hope of his coming may lead us to holy 
living and a circumspect walk. 
Thurs.—Luke 22 : 24-30. True Greatness. 


To be willing to take the place of a 
servant is a distinct mark of grace. To 
strain ourselves in order to be “ac- 
counted the greatest” is the product of 
the flesh. He who would rule must first 
serve, and the way to the throne is by 
the way of the cross. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Pray for Japan, 
and at the Samé time praise God for the 
wonderful opportunity for preaching 
Christ to that remarkable people. Pray 
for the Japanese Evangelistic Band, and 
their evangelists; for the missionaries 
of the various denominations, that they 
may be kept true to the faith once de- 
livered unto the saints. 

Fri.—1 Cor, 13: 1-13. 
Love the Great Corrective. 

It is better to constrain than to coerce, 
and there is no mightier constraining 
| power on earth than love. All service is 
| treadmill duty without it; while with it 


| the most menial task is gilded with a 


glory above the brightness of the day. 
Love regulates and rectifies, corrects 
Love never fails. 

Prayer SuGcestTions: /[f in the days 
of our Lord the Baptist was needed to 
awaken the desert echoes with his call 
to repentance, we surely need in these 
days another John to call the people of 
God to ardent love. Pray for more love 
for Christ and for his people. 


| Sat.—James 4: 1-10. A Cure for Greed. 


Bunyan, that grand old dreamer, says, 
“The fight between Christian and Apol- 
lyon in the Valley of Humiliation was 
the dreadfullest sight that ever he saw,” 
but that in the end, after he had made at 
him again with the Sword of the Spirit, 
“Apollyon spread forth his dragon wings 
and sped away!” Submit to God and 
resist the devil. 

PRAYER ge ag Pray for God’s 
ancient people, the Jews; for all local 
Jewish missions and Co spel centers; for 
Gospel literature being circulated among 
the Jews, and for all Hebrew Christian 





educational work; for Jewish children, 
schools, and medical work. Pray for the 
Jews who are called to bear arms in this 
dreadful war. 
Sun.—Isa. 28: 1-7. 
Warning Against Strong Drink. 
God’s repeated woes pronounced 
against strong drink are his danger sig- 
nals warning against the evil and its 
consequent punishment. To be over- 
come of strong drink is a bondage hard 


to break. It ruins families and blights 
homes and hopes. Beware! Beware! 
Beware! 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for wis- 
dom to be given to all Sunday-school 
teachers to-day, that they may. teach 
their scholars this solemn lesson wisely; 
for the drunkard, whose natural affec- 
tion has been destroyed by strong drink; 
for the wives and the children of all 
overtaken by this foe of happiness. 


New York Ciry. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





May 5. Christian Duty and Privilege. V. 
Conduct in the Home and School. Eph. 
6: 1-9; Mark 5: 19. (Consecration meet- 
ing.) 

May 12. Christian Endeavor Fellowship. 
1 John 1: 1-7. 

May 19. Education: the Doorway to Service. 
2 Tim. 2: 15; Luke 6: 40. 

May 2. Doing His Will. John 15: 8-14. 
(Union meeting with Juniors and Inter- 
mediates.) 


Sunday, April 28 


The Power of the Cross in City Slums 
(Luke 14: 15-23). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


Mon.—Slums of Sodom (Gen. 18 : 20-33). 
Tues.—Light for the, slum (Prov. 6: 


20-23). 

Wed.—Jonah in the slums (Jonah 3: 
I-10). 

Thurs.—The cleansing stream (Ezek. 
47 : I-12). 

Fri.—The Roman ghetto (Acts 28 : 16-24). 

Sat.—The transforming message (1 Cor. 
2: 1-5). 











Why do we need city missions? 
How can we abolish slums? 
Why are slum-dwellers worth saving? 


T IS easy to denounce our modern 

city life as economically and socially 
absurd. A visitor from another world 
standing in the New York subway in 
the rush hours would conclude that 
while the inhabitants of New York un- 
doubtedly showed themselves to be in 
many regards reasonable and intelligent 
beings, still in the, organization of their 
life they were either insane or the help- 
less victims of forces which they had 
launched and could not control. In our 
modern city we combine low wages and 
high rents, under-accumulation. of sup- 
plies and over-congestion of population, 
the worst conditions of life and the 
largest number of people to be affected 
by them. 

bd 


Some foreign populations here cling 
with special tenacity to the city. “The 
census of 1910,” says Mr, Shriver in 
“Immigrant Forces,” “discovered 1,342,- 
ooo foreign-born Italians in this country. 
Over a fourth of this Italian population, 
or 344,000, resides in New York City; 
with the children born of Italian pa- 
rents the Italian population of this one 
city alone exceeds 500,000, approaching 
the population of Pittsburgh. There are 
twenty-five or more well-defined “Little 
Italys,” ranging in population from two 
thousand to a hundred thousand. Two 
city blocks on the upper east side of 
Manhattan have been mentioned as hous- 
ing over 8,000 Italians. There are more 
Italians in New York City than in any 
city in Italy with the exception of 
Naples. In construction work, the 
Italian has largely displaced the laborers 
of other nationalities. The garment- 
making trade, supposed to beiong to the 
Jew: by some inalienable right, now 
counts Italians as. half of its workers. 
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Such industries as the making of arti- 
ficial flowers, lace, and feather work 
are largely in their hands, The Italian 
and Jew are destined to play a determin- 
ing role in the future of this great 
metropolis. From every point of view, 
economic, social, religious, the Italians 
are to be reckoned with, and the Chris- 
tian Church that fails to realize its op- 
portunity in associating itself with these 
new forces of life is short-sighted in- 
deed.” 
we 


And the child in the city tenement 
calls for what Christ also asks in its 
behalf. It wants the school and a 
chance to go to school, Is it getting 
this in our own city? “The employ- 
ment of children in tenement houses,” 
says Mr, Lovejoy, “is one of the most 
subtle forms of child labor, and one of 
the most serious in its effects upon so- 
ciety. Despite the utmost vigilance, the 
employment of children from five to ten 
years of age for excessive hours, under 
the direction of their own parents, is not 
uncommon in communities that would 
not tolerate the employment of children 
in factories or stores under fourteen 
years of age. The evil exists not only 
in New York, but in Philadelphia, 
Rochester, Baltimore, Chicago, and other 
cities.” 

ye 


There ought not to be any city slums. 
“The power of Christ in city slums” 
should be exercised to abolish the slum. 
Some day it will be done. Meanwhile, 
no doubt the slum will cling tenaciously 
to life. It has economic as well as so- 
cial causes, But it has no adequate 
justification and Christianity must at- 
tack it.’ It must work on the economic 
and social causes which produce slums, 
but while it is doing this it must also 
work in the slums on the persons who 
are there now. 


If any one doubts the power of Christ 
to.reach to the very depths of human sin 
in the city slums let him read the “Life 
of Jerry McAuley” (published by the 
American Tract Society, New York 
City, $1). 

It was in a city that Christ was ar- 
rested and put to death. 

But it was a city over which he wept 
and for which he declared his love. ° 

And heaven is represented to us as a 
city. 

New York. City. 





What i is redemption ? 


This question is answered on 
Sese 1195 of the 
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LESSON FOR APRIL 28 (Mark 9 : 30-50) 
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Your Temperance Questions Answered 


By Margaret Wintringer, *Gil.tiiy movonene 





Our class wishes to give a Prohibition En- 
tertainment. Please inform me where I can 
secure a good program? 

HE National Woman’s Christian 

Temperance Union, Evanston, IIli- 
nois, has prepared several telling pro- 
rams; the Young People’s Civic 

ague, 301 Security Building, Chicago, 
has just_issued_a program for a Pa- 
triotic Drama-Pageant, entitled “The 
Traitor, or the Price of Victory,” which 
was successfully given to an audience 
of thousands at the Municipal Pier in 
that city, and was given in a number of 
churches by the Young People’s So- 
cieties, in the Dry Chicago Campaign. 


What special temperance truth should be 
emphasized in the lesson? 
HE selfishness of the liquor traffic 
in time of national peril. When, as 
Sir Alfred Booth, Chairman of the 
Cunard Steamship Company, aptly de- 
clares, at a time when the cause of 
democracy makes it necessary for gov- 
ernments to have the utmost carrying 
power of every railroad, and the full 
tonnage of every ship, in ‘order to make 
room for the transport of munitious and 
food for victory, the drink trade actu- 
ally demands all other traffic to stand 
aside till they have done their business! 
Emphasize the selfishness of a trade 
that would destroy the efficiency of the 
man-power of the Allied forces; that 
uses coal for its breweries which is 
needed to keep homes warm, and to coal 
the bunkers of our transports. The 
trade that in the day of Britain’s direct 
extremity has wrung from her people 
95,000,000 pounds sterling—almost half 
a billion dollars—more than the nation’s 
drink bill in peace times; a _ tribute 
qe than Germany demanded of 
rance in 1870, 





Please give a five- or ten-minute exercise 
in behalf of war prohibition. 
ERHAPS the most useful informa- 
tion that could be given would be the 
knowledge that the United States closes 
its first year of war behind any of the 
other warring nations in the enactment 
of war time temperance legislation in 
the initial year of war. As a refutation 
of the declaration of the wets, that all 
temperance legislation should be de- 
ferred till the war is over, I recommend 
the following brief program: 


The First Year of War 


Nations represented, Russia, France, 
Great Britain, Italy, Holland, Denmark, 
Sweden, Norway, Switzerland, Austria, 
Turkey, Germany. 

Russia: The first year of the war, 
yes, the first month of the war, the 
manufacture and sale of vodka was pro- 
hibited. Soon followed local option, 
which banished wine and beer from 
four-fifths of our territory, In the 
midst of all the dire vicissitudes of our 
distracted country Russia has adhered 
to prohibition. 

France: The first year of the war the 
manufacture and sale of absinthe was 
prohibited, temperance foyers for the 
soldiers were installed by the brave 
women of France, and the French peo- 
ple will not cease their warfare until the 
Interior Foe is overthrown as well as 
the Foreign Foe. 


Great Britain: The first year of war, 
drink so hindered the effort to win the 
war, that our shipbuilders, munitions 
makers, and more than a million war 
workers petitioned the Government for 
war prohibition. Bars which had been 
open nineteen hours a day before, 
were closed for all but five and five and 
a half hours. Public treating was pro- 
hibited as well as the selling of liquor 
on credit. Our King and nine members 
of the cabinet signed a total abstinence 
pledge. Indeed we were within five 





minutes of prohibition and we know now 
that prohibition would have hastened | 
victory. For as our: King: declared, | 


“Drink is responsible for the prolonga- 
tion of the horrors of this awful war.” 

Italy: The first year of the war, in 
fact, almost within a day after we en- 
tered the war, Italy closed two thou- 
sand drink shops. 


Norway: The first year of the war, 
yes, at the very beginning of the war, 
Norway jumped on to the water wagon, 
and stayed there sixty-nine days. The 
experiment was so successful that she 
is ready for permanent passage, 

Holland: The first year of the war 
Holland prohibited the sale of spirits 
as a beverage, and through a recent 
edict of our good Queen Wilhelmina we 
now have virtual prohibition. 

Denmark: ‘The first year of the war, 
Denmark prohibited the use of rye, 
wheat, potatoes, barley, and foreign 
corn except for the manufacture Of 
yeast, and we have since so strengthened 
our laws that Denmark practically has 
prohibition to-day. 


Sweden: The first year of the war we 
began to tighten our prohibition legis- 
lation, and seventy-five percent of our 
people are now under prohibition. 

Switzerland: The first year of the 
war, Switzerland foresaw the need of 
conserving grain for food and enacted 
drastic temperance legislation. It is due 
to her wise conservation of grain for 
food that she is now able to withstand 
the tightening of the food embargo. 


Austria; In the first year of war, 
Austria prohibited the malting of corn 
and ordered the Sunday closing of all 
places where drink is sold. 


Turkey: The first year of war, 
though they call me the “Unspeakable 
Turk,” my Government declared public 
drunkenness during war time a crime 
punishable with death. 

Germany: During the first year of 
war the drunkenness of our army in 
Belgium and Northern France undid 
Germany’s forty years of preparedness, 
and blackened our escutcheon with the 
crimes committed by our army. The 
Government forbade the sale of spirits 
for beverage purposes the first year of 
the war, and to retrieve past mistakes 
and win victory Germany has cut down 
her beer outfit ninety percent. 

All the Allied and neutral nations in 
chorus: 

You shall know defeat, never victory, 
for our answer to your challenge shall 
be War ProuIsITION, 
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Are You Planning for 
Anti-Tobacco Sunday? 


Hé WAS just a little lad, but he 
lounged on the steps in the full 
glare of the noonday sun, peacefully 
smoking. He didn’t wear that air of 
conscious bravado that most small boys 
put on when a grown-up catches them 
smoking, but putfed away at his ciga- 
rette with all the enjoyment of one who 
had been long accustomed to it. 

It was to save just such boys as this, 
and countless others, from the evils of 
tobacco that Mrs. Zillah Foster Stevens 
devoted her life to temperance work in 
the Sunday-school. Until her death 
Superintendent of the Temperance De- 
partment of the International Sunday 
School Association, Mrs. Stevens always 
laid strong emphasis on Anti-Cigarette 
Sunday, observing it on the Temperance 
Sunday of the Second Quarter each 
year. Finally, at her suggestion, the 
International Association officially des- 
ignated this as Anti-Tobacco Day. 

Sunday, April 28, is  Anti-Tobacco 
Day. Is your school preparing to ob- 
serve ‘t? Plan through your program 
and lesson to strike a blow at this great 
evil which threatens the youth of our 
land. This year as never before we need 
to observe Anti-Tobacco Day. 
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Every Hand Would Vote for 


Corn 


Puffs 


After Children Taste Them Once 


This is a time to find out how good com dainties are. 


In Puffed Grains, for instance—Prof. Anderson’s wonderful cre- 
ations. Millions of people now delight in these airy, flaky bubbles. 


But not one-tenth have yet tried Corn Puffs. 


queen of Puffed Grains. 
would yote the Corn Puffs best. 


And that’s the 


We think every child who knows all three 


Drop-Size Hominy Bubbles 


The finest white hominy is made into pellets. 


are sealed in huge guns. 


Then the pellets 


The guns are revolved for sixty minutes in a fearful heat. The 
pellets are toasted and their moisture is tumed to steam. 


Then the guns are shot and the steam explodes. 
pellet is puffed to a bubble, eight times former size. 


Each little 
The result is 


globules sweet and flavory, toasted, flimsy and crisp. 


The flavor is like toasted corn flakes. 


But the drop-like form 


and the filmy texture add wondrous fascinations. 


They taste like confections. 
délightful and easy to digest. 


Yet they are just corn hearts made 


Every food cell is exploded. 


As a scientific food and a dainty, Com Puffs hold supreme 


place among the corm creations. 


Bubbled 
Corn Hearts 





Toasted 
Tidbits 


After-School — 








Rice 








Puffed Corn 
Puffs 


Each 15c Except in Far West 


Puffed 
Wheat 














Try This Method 


Serve Corn Puffs like any cereal, or 
mix with fruit, or float in bowls of milk. 
Scatter them on ice cream, or in soups, or 
use like nut meats in home candy making. 

But try this method too. Crisp 
them and lightly douse with melted butter 


before adding the sugar and cream. That 
makes the breakfast dish twice better. 

And keep a dishful, crisp and buttered 
—like peanuts or popcorn—for children 
to eat after school. 


Order some Corn Puffs now. 
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GARDEN TOOLS 
Answer the ‘‘war gardener’s” big 
question: How can I produce the 
most food in spare moments? How 
meet increased costs and war taxes? 


IRON AGE 


Wheel Plow 
and Cultivator 
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~DALSIMER SHOES ¢~ 
Comfort with Style aa 


Pertect 
‘omen, Men and Children, ia 
all widths and6é 








Children’s Day Music 
The Glory of Childhood 


Sanford Tillotson. Probably no writers have enjoyed 
ater popularity in the service line than have Mr. 
»wden and Mrs. Tillotson. We are positive this 

service cafinot be surpassed for brightness and real 

effectiveness. Insist that your committee examine it 
before making a decision. Regular prices. 


The Sunday School and Our Country |." 


service right in keeping with the spirit of the times. It 
emphasizes What the Sunday School Has Done—What 
it Means Now—The Work of ‘tomorrow—and Patriot- 
ism or World. Brotherhood. Its music is excellent. 
Rygeter prices. 

e also have excellent solos, duets, quartéttes and 
anthems suited to this day. Ask for samples “on 
approval.”* 7 

- THE HEIDELBERG PRESS 
Fifteenth and Race Streets, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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FREE Sample(opies 


CHILDREN’S DAY 
- SERVICES 


SEND TO-DAY FOR FREE COPY 
BENTLEY D. ACKLEY, Publisher 
1020 Arch Street, - - Philadelphia, Pa, 


W I 1 I 

ed Invitations Engraved 
To the average Engraver a yeoeng invitation is 
merely a mechanical product, but to the user it is an 
influence worth just what it brings in refinement and 
influence. The end to be obtained overshadows all 


questions of price. Our work is correct. Samples 
mailed on request. 


ercoiunt k- Cp. 


MANUFACTURING STATIONERS AND ENGRAVERS, LOUISVILLE, KY 


Itching Rashes 


—— Soothed —— 


With Cuticura 


All druggists ; Soap 25, Ointment 3 2 50, Taloum 2. 
Sample each free of “Cuticura, Dept. M, Boston. ”” 


aservice by C. Harold 
Lowden and Edith 


























Grace and Power 
SOME ASPECTS OF THE SPIRITUAL LIFE 
By W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 


A thoughtful, well written book for 
devotional reading. The ground 
covered is that of the possibilities 
of the Christian life, of the pro- 
vision made for their realization, 
and of the protective grace flung 
around the believer, enabling him 
to hold fast to his ideals. 


Cloth, $1.00 net, postpaid 


For sale by The Sunday School Times Co. 
1031 Walnut Street, - - Philadelphia. 
Personal: Sending the money with your order 
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saves bath yourself and us time and expense 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL ‘TIMES 





Temperance Nuggets 


Compiled by Cora Frances Stoddard 


Executive Secretary of the Scientific 
Temperance Federation 








Newfoundland’s rise. — Customs 
officials had estimated that several years 
would elapse before revenues would be 
restored to their former figure. That 
the deficiency was made up in a single 
year is attributed to the increase in the 
cost of all manufactured articles im- 
ported, and to the fact that the abolition 
of the liquor traffic has diverted large 
sums to other business. 


States That Have Ratified National 
Prohibition.—Eleven states, nearly one- 
third of the requisite number (36), 
have ratified the National Prohibition 
Amendment up ts date. They are as 
foliows in the chronological order of 
ratification: Mississippi, Virginia, Ken- 
tucky, South Carolina, North Dakota, 
Maryland, Montana, Texas, Delaware, 
South Dakota, and Massachusetts. 


Red Cross Discards Alcohol.—In re- 
ply to inquiries, Lieutenant-Colonel C. 
H. Connor, at the national headquarters 
of the Red Cross, says: “The First Aid 
Division of the American Red Cross 
does not approve of the use of alcohol, 
either as a stimulant, a tonic, or a 
therapeutic agent. In fact, the field 
representatives throughout the country 
who are organizing, instructing, and ex- 
amining first aid classes all call attention 
to the dangerous practise of giving any 
alcoholic liquor in accident cases.” 


Denmark’s Liquor Views.—Denmark 
appears to be one of the countries that 
is ‘rapidly preparing, if indeed public 
sentiment is not now ready, -for prohi- 
bition. Last summer a plebiscite was 
taken of the whole country, men and 
women, on the question of prohibition. 
The returns show that in the towns, ex- 
cept Copenhagen, between 70 and 80 

rcent of the people voted for prohi- 

ition; in thé country districts between 

80 and 90 percent. The voting in Jut- 
land showed between 90 arid 100 percent 
in favor of prohibition, while in the 
smaller islands it was between 80 and go 
percent. 


What Prohibition Has Done for 
Oklahoma.—The state of Oklahoma has 
just rounded out ten years of. prohibi- 
tion, and a casting up of its accounts 
shows why all attempts at wet legisla- 
tion are voted down almost unani- 
mously. From a_ wilderness teeming 
with outlaws and Indians, demoralized 
by former liquor selling, destitute of 
roads, bridges, and public buildings, 
saddled with liabilities of over a million 
dollars, it has come to a front rank, 
with the most progressive legislation, 
and to seventh place among the states in 
order of individual income tax paid into 
the Federal revenues. The last legis- 
lature passed a “bone dry” amendment 
by a vote of 33 to 5 in the Senate and 
98 to 7 in the House. 


British Millers to Have a Chance.— 
According to the press agency of the 
British Alliance News, the clause in the 
food’s controller’s grain order which 
allows brewers to pay more for barley 
than millers were permitted to pay, and 
thereby to get the best grades, has been 
revoked. 

The way the clause worked in the 
cases of some conscientious farmers who 
objected to furnishing their barley to 
the brewers is shown by the following 
instance related by the press sheet: 

Mr. Alfred Blomfield, J.P., a well- 
known Essex agriculturist and a mem- 
ber of the local Food Control Commit- 
tee, was fined twenty-five pounds and 
five pounds costs at Halstead on a charge 
of having infringed the Barley Restric- 
tion Order by using barley for feeding 
pigs. The defendant had previously 
pointed out to Lord Rhondda: that’ he 
had nearly 200 pigs he wished to turn 
into bacon by means of the barley which 
might otherwise go in making beer. He 
preferred to be penalized rather than 





sell the barley to the brewers. 








Foods That F 


E ALL know that the chemist in his 
laboratory has to be extremely careful 
in combining chemicals or he will 

cause an explosion. ut what many of us do 
not know is that the human body, plants, flow- 
ers, everything—every drop of water, and 
every bit of food, are composed.of exactly the 
same elements that the chemist handles so 
carefully. And in our ignorance we continue 
to juggle foods about carelessly—we mix them 
at our own pleasure—we pour them into our 
stomachs in such combinations as would cause 
an explosion if mixed in a chemist's retort. 

That is what we mean by ‘Foods That 
Fight.’’ ‘There are many foods, good in them- 
selves, but when poured into the stomach in 
improper combinations attack each other as 
one vicious bulldog attacks another. You can 
imagine how this “' fighting’’ disturbs the 
proper work of the stomach and connecting 
organs of the body. 


Why |We Get Sick 


Health is a natural condition. Nature, if not 
interfered with, would keep every one well. 
But we heedlessly or unconsciously put obsta- 
cles. in Nature’s way,—we eat ‘foods that 
fight,’’—or we in some other way disobey Na- 
ture’s laws, and then we become sick. All 
disease is caused by the violation of Nature's 
Own laws. 

Of all Nature's laws, the law of Nutrition 
(converting and absorbing food into the body) 
is probably least understood—and consequently 
most often violated. So little is it understood, 
indeed, that one eminent scientist estimates 
that 90 percent of all human ills are caused, 
directly or indirectly, by disobedience to this 
one law. 


The Law of Nutrition 


Yet this law is very simple. Itsets forth only 
three fundamental principles : First, that food 
must be selected which will supply all the ele- 
ments that the body needs. Second, that food 
must be eaten only in such combinations as will 
agree chemically. Third, that the correct pro- 
portions shall be eaten so as not to supply too 
much of some things and not enough of others. 

Obey these threerules, and you increase bodi- 
ly health, strength, and vigor. Disobey them, 
and you disturb Nature's systematic working, 
weaken your resistance, and invite disease. 


True Purpose of Food 


The true purpose of food is to promote 
growth and sustain life. 

That person enjoys the best health, the keen- 
est mental and perceptive powers, the highest 
mental and physical organism, who can select 
and feed upon such articles as will supply all 
the things the body needs in their purest form 
and in right or natural proportions. 

But the best food is often rendered useless— 
many times positively harmful—by taking quan- 
tities larger than can be digested, or in combi- 
nations that are chemically inharmonious. 





The Secret of Health 


The remedy for all disease is to remove the 
cause. Medicines may give temporary relief. 
Permanent cure can be effected only by re- 
moving or correcting the cause of the trouble. 

When you consider, therefore, that a major- 
ity of all disease is caused by stomach disturb- 
ances, you see how importantit is that we study 
very carefully how to keep the stomach in its 
natural healthy condition, and how to restore 
that condition after it has once been disturbed. 

How, for example, can you prevent stomach 
disturbances if you do not know the ‘‘foods 
that fight'’? How can you decrease your 
weight unless you know the foods that make 
fat? How can you increase your weight and 
strength unless you know what foods supply 
fat and strength? How can you keep the 
body well unless you know what makes it sick ? 


One Great Authority 


One of the greatest—if not the en 
students of this subject is Eugene Christian, 
the eminent New York food scientist, whose 
work has secured for him an enviable reputa- 
tion throughout the country. . It is to him we 
are indebted for putting in simplified form the 
fundamental principles which underlie all the 
processes of building, rebuilding and keeping 
the human body in repair. 

This he has done in a course of what he 
calls Little Lessons in Corrective Eating, pub- 
lishedtand distributed by the Corrective Eat- 
ing Society of New York. These lessons— 
there are 24 of them—contain actual menus for 
breakfast, luncheon and dinner, curatiye as 
well as corrective, covering every condition of 
health and sickness from infancy to old age, 
and for all occupations, climates and séasons. 
They tell not only the foods that fight, but 
hundreds of other things about food that we 
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physical and mental 
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lessons, and you will 
find that you secure re- 
sults with the first meal. 


ening articles on the 
subject of the day, in- 
teresting bits about the 
great war leaders, and 
is filled with fascinat- 
ing pictures, many of 
them from the war 
zone, Also many other 
features, including en- 
thralling stories, arti- 
cles, and ms, Sun- 
day School lessons,and 
hundreds of interesting 
items about religion. 











Little Lessons in Corrective Eating 
and Christian Herald for One Year 


After thorough investigation by the editors 
of Christian Herald of the Little Lessons in 
Corrective Eating, by Eugene Christian, we 
take pleasure in making them available to 
our readers with our absolute endorsement. 
So convinced is the Christian Herald of the 
merits of these books, we will send the set 
on approval. Examine them for 5 days. If 
you decide to keep them, send us $3 within 
5 days, and we will also send you the Chris- 
tian Herald for one year (52 issues) regular 
price, $2. 

Over two hundred thousand sets have been 
sold during the past two years at $3 each, 
but in order to bring the Little Lessons with- 
in the reach of every one we have made a spe- 
cial arrangement with the publishers which 
enables us to offer our readers this remark- 
ablé set of lessons, together with a year’s 
subscription to Christian Herald—5sz 
numbers—for only $3. This 
saving. 

Only a limited number of the Little Lessons 
are available, however, so immediate action 
is necessary. Mail the coupon today. 


means a 


big 
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$5 Value—Only *3% 
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CHRISTIAN HERALD 
821 Bible House, New York City 

Gentlemen: You may mail me “24 Lessons 
in Corrective Eating,” by Eugene Christian. 
Five days after I receive them, I will either 
send you $3, in full payment for them and 
for a year’s subscription to the Christian 
Herald, or rema‘l them to you. 
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